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the more diligent in flirring up the People by putting 
them in Remembrance of the Things which relate to the 
| -of Cbriſt, and r foo Fo. 
And the Obſervation "of the 
when it is ſanctified to be — is likewiſe 4 — 3" 
ening Spur to them, that they may be the more careful 
8 ＋ _ poſes. Open, and to _ 

al and eternal Things alway el e Pra 
ay further, (and this i is 4 Matt Matter oo he 5 5 
Importance, ) by the Malueſ and Frailly 5 Mini- 
ſters, all the Glory of the Succeß of the Goſpel is 
entirely /ecured to tbe N of the Power of 
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 Farewel, which upon t 


the . e and ſtriking 3 in which he on 
2 d you, 09h he. went from the Table. of the 
—if that moving and warming Opportunity, 
e . (it is thought) cannot eaſily. [> forgotten, by 
any that felt its Power ;-—-and if hi final Departure 
100 Diſplution, which (agreeable to his own heaven- 
1 Miß and ſubmiſſive Defrre,) by the en 
_Diſpoſal of the Lord is /once come lo Pe 1 Kaye if 
5 beavy Stroke, wi ith, its ſeve ral aggraval 
Janes ſhould now be rightly zmproved, and the /pe- 
* ial, 79 er be duly anſwered ;,_if by all 40 705 are 
ore than ever 2 775 = magnity the Power, 
In th at, 'notwith- 


185 Se 1250 ou , A lf hep WE & 


= a ry The e Gre ue of Things il Fry, give. 500 + 


Reaſon. thankfully to acknowledge, that you were 
. Gainers, and not Lifers, DF; this awful Diebe. 
Non 
Feb | 


+ o& 4 


14 


_— 
* 


eee 45 >: 


i 


* 
. [DO 
y wa .A% . 
0 — ow * 3 


er? 


Wc 


e&.. £6, then. ths md tn on i SD oAana lc © oh” 


= SY 
ere 
ment te this 90 re 


ſigce 3 70 8 it f 


ace * g vt hatever be e. titcabnes. 4 

on, 4 on 4 | 

mers yet thro! ig ge gy rde fig 
race ſhall be made remarkably uſe Gul. to the ood 

of Souls. 


: e Thr 7 
470 The Prefer bf a 
I e Exce 

5 alle 4 75 Vega. Vu. > on T vid. wn 
2:). The, Weakneſs: of the Infruments..emple 
in, that Work; Fr hich: are compared. to A 

Ve * 

RE "The Reg hy. eh "weak. a ar 
employed 1 25 een po erty 
of GOD, and not of mn. 


We.” n | Intimagion of the Excellncy oth 
9 — BY that :tbis Miniſtry is what the 
7 pts; by the Treaſure which we have i 
Hales is. plain 7 ꝗ— what the Le a had. before 
been Lone. of the Goſpel Maniftry 4425 | 
Chapter, Where he expreſsly 1 = as A e an 
his Fellow-Labourers.- that Gop had made them 
niſters of the New Teftament*, and from the further No. 
rice that he takes of it in the Beginning of this. Chap- 
ter, where he acknowledges, chat a Divine Support, 
in the faithful * of this Work, was a ſin 


lar 


> Char 


gu- 


(6) 
bait Mercy : The- yore fei whe love this « Mit, 
ay we bare Merry we fam wot*. Fro 
whence) I apprehend, there is 4ufficient Reaſpn to 
eontlyde, that the "ſame is {fill referre t'ih 
the Text ; Where, upon Account of its remarkable 
Gerbe, and Wonderful Apiitade' to be ſubfervient 
to the den Fnergt of Men, it is called 4 
Which Term denotes the | Excellem ency. of 1087 et: 
Airy, and ſhews it to be one of "the bighef vie 
Provileges that a People *can "enjoy." It 2 ke- 
wiſe a tacit Intimation of the Greg atneſy of of the Wark 
oy is ineluded in it; qJ as 5 will be Hey hereaf- 
Again, Wn * 0 1 Ti AE 2 wh! 
(2.) The Text declares the Weakneſs of bb a 
ments employed in this Work: The Treaſure, it is 
faid, we have in Zartben Piſſels : The "tb 
whom this". is committed, are Men, and 
not Angels, The Comparj/on, no doubt, Was intend- 
ed to nude them all; not tbe Ordinary Minis ere 
the Ceßpel only, but abe Extraordinary, tod. Thot 
excellent Perſons, the Apoſtles themſehyes, were com- 
rehended therein; and that as Jufth, as are am, 
_ even the wealeſt of thoſe, d Wo called to ſucee 
them in the Work of "the 5 As hes 
This Deſcription Ir is umiver ee applicable to 
every one of Eber , 'Mmiffers + a o thoſe, 99 5 
the not eminent for their Piety, F gon Þ 0 
Heavenly-Mindedneſs: To thoſe alſo, who, Wit 
the 51 837% Meaſures of Grace, are favdured wit 
the enger and -moff healthful "Conſtitution of Boch. 
They are all, in the Langage of of bens 
Parthen WL Bed" not one to 
By this Metaphorical Expr 
Tufruments is loud ly proclaimed. They are of the 
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Gude ge of men 
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concerned, that it wil ever be humbly 
ful Minifters, who, after the Examplé of the Apo 
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Make" with there of che Hains with me Bt 
their Nins ed Or Fullbio- Cyratures. Am ga & N 
And bow ſhould it be ocberwj er Since: they 28 


all. abargeable with the fame Gaill, aud all 
tainted with the fame Corruption. and Si 


Native, which by Reaſon of the Full deſcend from 


ee eee _ : 
_— 1 e J 32 Wh 


(3) The Texy aligns tbe Regt of Gov's emp 
ing ſuch weak Inſiruments in ſo great a Services 


Which is, that whenever the Goſpel. becomes uſeful 

to the Converſioh and Salvation af any Souls, 348 

Succeſs may appear to be owing, not to any Powerivs 

Virtue in them that preach it, but to the Exce 

the Power of GOD, who alone. tan bleſs it. 
The Words being thus explained, it will be very 

agreetble- to their Deſign to _ * 1 re 


from them; viz. 


"God's ing on ibe Work of the Goſpel with 
 Sattceſs by ſuch: weak Tytruments, as at beſt bis 
Miniſters are, greatly tedounds to hit d 


Glory. 
Mg 2 VI 


The Truth of this is «| evident, that it cannot in 


28219 


che leaſt be queffioned any, whoſe Minds Are 


rightly diſpoſed to GO Ds mighty Afts, m 
the glorious Majeſty of his Kingdom *. And it is a 
Dub in which the Honour of lit Naur is ſo near! 

confeſſed by 
all bis Peopte, and conftantly maintained by all bis faith. 


Ales, are careful to _ not 3 but Cru 
Fefus the Lord.. W 

And ſince, throu; gh the Daß of b Charth, it 
ia become ) De = offer erg... _ Wor 


D, 
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 Accompliſhnient of :your:Salvatzon, under this, and 


„ Take: Notice: of tbe nut of the 3 ve, 


the Text, where che 


r oe —OPIEer Se 


(8) 


very ie inthe Death the Prailtyand- Morzallty-of 
Death of the Reverend Mr. Robert 
improper 'to diſcourſe 


os adds 


t it · not 


an hi Su e2- on this ſorrowful Occaſion. For 
bs, „ Winch it naturally leads me to deliver, 
Admira- 


— a * Tendency to excite your believing: 
tian of the Power and Grace of GOD, and thus to 


engage your fixed Dependance upon Him for the full 


every other threatening Diſpenſationn. 
With this View I'ſhall proceed to enlarge ; uoald 
15 Point Wan And, _ Divine Aae, 


4 Conſider the dabei Wat ell, 6% 


employed in it. ® 
III. Shew from a comparativeView of theſe Things, 
chat the Succeſs, of the Goſpel- muſt _—_ — to 


the Glory of GO D. And then, 
IV. Conclude with ſome ſuitable Application AD 


I. 1 foal conſider the Minifteriat Wark i elf, dhe 
ed its Difficulty may r N bi 


\N whe 


The Acebunt Which 1 now deſign to give of this 
Wark ſhall. be drawn chiefly! from the Term uſed in 
Soße calls che Minibry of the 


Gofpel A TR EASURE. | This ſuggeſts Tm Things, 


ſtom which we may learn what ſome of the chief 


Branches of a Minifter*s Work muſt be. It is here 
ed, THO 10 e 5 C ich! 4527 "5 i 


1 Tbat there rel 


dall Mixidters. And, 


a va): * 


waders 4 end 


Wa © „. 
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f2.} That hit Treaſure is depoſited with them 
for the Service and Benefit of others, Et goa a 


II.] There is 4 Treaſure lodged with Chrif's M. 
niſters; even a Treaſure of Goſpel-Light and 
Goſpel-Grace. n 


This Treaſure the Apoſtles had, and they received 
it from Gop; as it is declared in the Yerſe which 
immediately precedes the Text: For GOD, who com. 
manded the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath ſhined 
in OUR HE ARTS, Here it is obſervable, that 
Gor gave them, not barely a doctrinal Knowledge 
of the Things of the Goſpe!, but the imward Feeling of 
thoſe Spiritual Things, and an experimental Arquaintance 
therewith, to fit them for the Miniftry : Without 
which Experience, neither the greateſt Natural Abili= 
ties, nor the richeſt Acquirements in Human Learning, 


can ever. be ſufficient Qualifications for ſo holy and 


ſpiritual a Work as the Miniſtry is. It is fad there- 
fore, when Perſons, evidently defitute of the Grace 0 
GOD, either obtrude ibemſelves, or are by others ad. 
mitted into this ſacred Function. The Iflue of ſuch 
a wrong Proceeding muſt be dreadful; for when 
the Blind lead the Blind, what can be expected, but 
that as our Lord has taught us, both muſt fall* to their 
endleſs Deſtruction and Ruin. ; 
To prevent this, a Treaſure of Knowledge and Ex- 
perience, a Treaſure of Light and Grace, a Treaſure of 
the ſame Nature and Kind as the Apoſtles had, tho“ 
not in the /ame Degree or Meaſure, is given'to every 
one of thoſe whom Chriſt calls to the Minifterial 
Work and Office, They are all intruſted with a Treaſure. 


la.] This Tyeaſire is depoſited with them for the 
Auvaniage and Benefit of others, N * 


1 | 18 


i — 


: ( to) | 
It is given them, not merely that they may be 
made rich in ſpiritual Things tbemſelves, but that with 
regard to. thoſe heavenly Things they may be greatly 
 belpful to the. enriching of others alſo. Thus the 
-Apoſile ſpoke of 2 and his Fellow-Labourers, as 
poor, yet making making richs, . 
One ſpecial Deen then of Gop's ordaining bis 
Minifters to be the Repoſitory of ſuch a ſacred Nea - 
ſure, is, that as they have received, ſo they may become 
the Means of giving to others the Light of the Know- 
ledge of the Glory of GOD, as it ſhines forth in the 
| Perſon and Mediation of Feſus Chriſt ®. Their Light 
and Knowledge, their Gifts and Graces, their moſt 
ſhining Quallſications and richeſt Endowments, are all 
beſtowed upon them for the Uſe and Behoof of the 
People, among whom the Providence of Gop does 
call them to labour. | 


From tbeſe Hints we may perceive, what muſt 
be /ome. of the moſt conſiderable Branches of the M. 

nifterial Work. As Minifters have ſo great a Truſt 
committed to them, zhey are ſtrictly bound to purſue 
and diſcharge this Tru, according to the Diſpenſation 
of GOD which is given unto them, for the Advan- 
tage of the People: And this is to be done, as the 

*  Apofthe ſhews, by fulfilling the Word of GOD", or 
reaching it fully, - Neceſſity is laid upon them; yea, 
oe is unto them, if they preach not the Goſpel k. 
They are then with all Diligence and Care to diſpenſe 
the Truths of the everlaſting and glorious Goſpel of the 
| bleſſed GOD ; by an open and faithful Proclamation 
whereof they are to exhibit the unſearchable Riches 
F Chrif, as the Word reveals them. This is to 
be done with an Aim, that thro* the Bleſſing of the 
Lord upon their Labours, Sinners, convinced of their 
loſt and undone Eſtate by Nature, may be prevailed 


'TY 
R -* 


RY” — 10 a. One... £ 1 


7 a ) 
«pox to believe in Cbriſt, to receive bim as the Gift of 
the Father's Grace, and in the repeated Aimgs of 
Faith to make uſe of all the Heavenly Treaſures that 
are in Him for their compleat daumen to Gop's cter- 


nal Praile and Glory. 
This is @ general Account of the Minifterial Wark, 


which may be more fully opened under the Ame 
Heads included in it; ſuch as theſe that follow... 


1. Minifters are to. — —.— to convince Siamers 
of their Need of eqn 45 uh 4 ed 


T7 reafures, 


ere it is neceſſary to obſerve, what a real 
Diſtinctian and manifeſts Difference there is between 
Chrift and the Goſpel, tho? the Wow, ſpeaks. of 
both as à Treaſure. 
Let the Goſpel be compared with any other Means 
uſed by Men for obtaining the — — of Divine 
Wings; and then, what an invaluable Triaſure does 
the 600 itſelf a to be. What relieving, 
what reviving and comfortable Truths: does this 
reveal, which can never be learnt by any other Means 
within the Reach of Man? What —— Tidings 
of Salvation does the Goſpel publiſh, of which it 
muſt be the Infelicity and Miſery of al to be igno- 
raus, that never hear its Joyful Sound ? It proclaims 
the 3 wonderful and ſurprizing Iaſtances of the 
Love of GOD in Chriſt: Things, into which the 
moſt piercing Eye of the Heathen Philoſophers could 
never penetrate ; Yea, Things which it could never 
once have entered into the Heart of Man to conceive, 
if the Goſpel had not firſt revealed them. The 
gras reateſt Improvement, whether of the ancient, or mo- 
Philly, cannot poſſibly ri/e any higher, than 
to give us /ome N e of the infinite Perfection 


oy Glory of GOD, with'regard to ſuch iwvi/ible 


Dings as are his cternal Power and Godbead : But it 


(12). 5 4 
can never inſtrułt Sinners, how their Tranſereſſons may 
be forgiven, how their Iniquities may be purged 
"away, or how a guilty ſelf condemned Sinner may hope 
to tand before an infinitely righteous and holy GOD 
with Acceptance, Peace, and Comfort. Oh no! It 
is by 7be Goſpel only we are informed, that GOD was 
in Chriſt reconciling the World“ unto Himſelf, not im- 

—puting their Treſpaſſes' unto them", Not the leaf 

Hint of the unſearchable Riches of Chriſt can any 
where elſe be met with. It is from thence alone 
we learn, either that there is à Saviour, whoſe 
Blood redeems from every Curſe, or an Holy Ghoſt, 
_ can effectually renew, ſanfify, and cleanſe from 

— $4 4 22 46 þ ü. 
Such great and glorious Truths as theſe being re- 
vealed only in the Goſpel, it may well be called a 
Treaſure; for ſuch indeed it is, and will ever be 
accounted by all, that are ſincerely thirſting after 

aving Knowledge. © 6 NC 24968 
But if be Goſpel be conſidered in another View, 
with a ſtrict Regard to our great Redeemer, of whoſe 
infinite Glory it is but the external Revelation, 
then it is wo? tbe Goſpe), but Crit Hime, that is 
| 7 2 the 


-  ® Tho! they be @ peculiar People for whom Chriſt gave him- 
felf, that he might redeem them from all Iniquity ; (Tit. ii. 14.) 
yet without the leaſt Contradiction to the many Texts, which 
fully teach the Doctrine of particular Redemption, we here fee, 
that they may be fitly-called TH WorLD: The Uſe of which 
Term may confirm us in the Belief of Three Things.—— 1. That 
they are fallen Men, the Inhabitants of this World, and not 
4 Fallen Angels, that are the Object, of redeeming Love. (Prov. 
viii. 31.) — 2. That theſe Perſons are redeemed out 'of every 
Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation; (Rev. v. 9.) . 
not from among the Jeaus only, as they ignorantly and fondly 
imagined : Which I apprehend to be the ſpecial Occaſion of 
the Uſe of the Word 2 And, —— 3. That the Choſen and 
Redeemed of the Lord will at laſt appear to be Jo large a Number, 
yea, ſuch an innumerable Multitude, that thy will make a World . 
indeed: And a moſt glorious and blefſed World it will be! 
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( T S% ” 
the Treaſure. The Goſpel is but the Nell in wikeh 
the Treaſure lies, the Breaſt thro* which be Milk is 
drawn, the Honey-Comb in which is found the Honey, 
or the Dew in which the Mama falls: Whereas it 
is Chris, that is really and properly tbe Soul's enrich- - 
ing 7. -caſure. However tbe Text therefore may be 
fappoſed to intend the Goſpel itſelf, yet ſince Chriff is 
the Treaßire of that Goſpel, I ſhall take the Liberty 
to inſiſt upon his Riches, as what it is the main 850. 
neſs of his Miniſters to Noe and proclaim: For 
He is Al in All. In Him are bid all the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge :* And it pleaſed the Father, | 
that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell ,* all the Fulneſs of 
Righteouſneſs, Grace, and Peace, with all the Riches 
of NI Life. After the fulleſt Enjoyment. then 
of the Goſpel- Revelation, and of all the Means of 
Grace that attend it, without a ſpecial Intereft in 
Him, the Souls of Men muſt be undone and loſt for 
ever, 
It is the Duty of Minifters therefore, i in the fret 
Place, to aim at the Convittion of Sinners, and to en- 
deavour to ſhew them the extream Poverty of 
Souls, how miſerably indigent their natural Condition 
is: That the <vbole World cannot ſupply them with 
all they need, nor with what is chiefly wanted: That 
there is not any thing in all tbe Creation, that can 
render the guilty Sinner happy, or ſo much as make 
the wounded Conſcience ea): And therefore, that 
without an Intereſt in Chrif, and the incomparable 


Treaſures of bis Righteouſneſs and Grace, 1 leſs 
1215 eternal Ruin is to be expected. | 


2,  Minifters are to difplay the Excellency, the 
> non. and Ane of Chris 7 reg. 
65, | 


ED 


_® Col. ii, . » Col, i. 19, 


(6405 
They are to ſhew the People, that Riches and H 
nate aye with Him; yea, durable Riches and Righteouſ- 


neſs % His Treaſures are worthy of the higheſt Re- 


<Smmendatian and Praiſe ; truly valuable in them- 


ſelves, and highly to be valued by all that love or 
fear GOD, and would gladly have Him for their 


everlaſting Portion. 

How precious and excellent are his Treaſures of Wi 74 
dom, ſince thro* the Knowledge and Und; rſtanaing 
which he gives, bis Diſciples 118 made wiſe for the 
Souls, and wiſe unto Salvation? And as to the Riches of 
bis Righteouſneſs, they are of that peculiar Nature and 
mfinte Worth, that they give a full Satisfaction for 


all bis People's Debts, even for thoſe veſt Debts which 


have been contracted thro' innumerable Treſpaſſes com- 
mitted againſt the great Gon; the leaſt Part where- 


of could never have been diſcharged by the utmeF 
Payment that the whole Creation could have made. 


Yea, theſe Riches have procured alſo the ſtricteſt A, 
liance, and the moſt powerful Afiauce of Heave 
Favour of all true Believers ;, ſo that not ane of f thee 


ball ever periſh, no, not thro? the deepeſt Malice, 


or the moſt vialent Rage of Hell. How excellent 
then muſt theſe Treaſures be? exceeding, inſnitely e. 


ceeding, the richeſt and moſt peculiar Treaſures 1 


Kings and Princes. 
And farther, what a remarkable en 
there in them 10 the Sinner*s Caſe ? Can any thing 


more ſuitable to thoſe that are bighly guilty, an a lp 
condemned, than a redeeming Rizhteouſneſs, an 
Fulleſt Pardon? Or any A mare ſuitable to the farts 


ing Soul, than the true ſpiritual Manna, the living 
Bread that came down from Heaven ?? Or to the Soul 


periſhing with Thir#, in a Pit wherein 20 ( onfart is to 


be had, can any thing be more refreſhing than the 
living Water which our Saviour gives a? How won- 
de rfully are the precious Remedies which this "ml 
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has treaſuted up, ſaited to the aten Condi- 


tion of Sin-/ick Souls? He has ſomething proper fof 


every Caſe; a Salve for every Sore yea, an effettual 
Cure for every Diſeaſe, even for that, which in the 
Sinners own Apprebenſion may ſeem to be of all others 
the moF deſperate and incurable. | + oa 
And as the Bleſſings that are laid up in Chrif are 
ſo incomparably excellent and ſuitable, ſo there is alſo 
| a vai? Multitude and a great Variety of them. How -—0 


bundance ! There is enough and enouph : Ehough to ſup- 
ply all our Need of every Sort; and enough for every 
one that comes, There 1s every Thing that fallen Man 
can need; every Thing that the renewed and holy Soul 
would defire : Enough of all good Things for all the 
Sons of Adam, that ever did, that ever ſhall, or will 
come to Chriſt for his Salvation: Enough for all the 
Iſrael of GOD, tho? Believers ſhould mwltiph till 
their Number becomes lite that of the Sand upon the 
Sea-Shore, Oh the inexbauſtible Fulneſs, which there 
is in Chriſt! His Riches are not like à Treaſure in 4 
Cheſt, but like a Treaſure in a Mine; yea, and inf 
nitely more; for in Him there is an Ocean of Goodneſs, 
which has neither Bank nor Bottom. And tho* it 
be perpetually lived upon by the whole Family of God's + 
Adoption, both in Heaven and on Earth, yet it can- 
=— ſpent ; it cannot be leſſened or diminiſhed in the 
And it muſt certainly add an exceeding Weight of 
Glory to all theſe Treaſures, that they are Eternal, 
They not only fuit the preſent Exigencies of the Soul, 
but will 1a as long as that ſhall. laſt, and run parallel 
with its immortal Nature and endleſs Duration, Happy © 
fure are the Perſons, that have Chriſt and bis Treaſures 
for their Poſſeſſion] They have the All-Sufficient, the 


Almighty GO D to be their Portion, and that fer ever, 
and for ever, The faithful Publication of ſuch glori- 


large and plentiful is the Store! And what a rich. - © 
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| ous Tidings as theſe, is one great Part' of the "Hui 
=] and Work of Gaebel, 9 We 


3. They are to ſhew, how Perſons may become 


Partakers of theſe invaluable Treaſures, 


There is an inconceivable and infinite Fulneſs of 
all Grace laid up in Cbriſi. Immenſe Treaſures are 


hid in Him. But happy for us, they are not laid up, 


that they might be laid out of Sight; nor are they 


Bid in Chrif, that they ſhould be hid from his People. 
No, but they ate had up and hid in Him, that they 
may be fafely preſerved, and in the moſt effectual 


the Lord, till the appointed Time ſhall come for theit 


being aftually conferred, N to the Order ſet- 


tled in the Covenant, and the Method declared in 


the Word of Gop: Whiel Time commences from 


the Day of the Souls Eſpo ſal to Chris. 
It is obſervable indeed with Reſpect to this, tho? 


An the Natural and Civil Life, the ' Caſe be widely diffe- 


rent, that in the Spiritual Life it is the Day of the 
Neu- Birth which is conſtantly the very Day of the 


Foul Eſpouſal to Chriſt. For at the happy Seaſon, 


(be the preciſe Time known to us, or not known, ) 
wherein tbe Spirit of Gop comes as à Spirit of Rege- 
aeration, and quickens the Soul, He enables a Man 
to believe in Chriſt, and engages him to give his Con- 


ſent to be the Lord's, ſaying in his very Heart, I will 


be for Thee, and not for another. The Soul, bein 
thus enlivened, is brought into a Vital Union wil 
Chriſt, and enters immeaately into a Conjugal Relation 
to Him. Now to this Relation and Union, according 
to the Conſtitution and Settlement of the everlaſting 


Covenant, does a delightful Communion with Chriſt in 


all His Treaſures rightfully appertain. 
And as in Caſes of a Civil Nature, the Marriage. 
Relation intereſts the Wife in the Eſtate, Honours, 


Manner ſecured, for all the Redeemed and Choſen of 


r 
14 Treaſures of her Huſband ; thus thro' a Via“ 
and Conjugal Union with Cbriſt, the Believer is actually 
intereſted in all bis Treaſures, and in all his Glory. So 
that when a Perſon has ſincerely and heartily cloſed 
with Chriſt by Faith, he may then juſtly ſay, I am 
my Beloved's, — my Beloved is mine r. And if Chriſt 
be ours, all is ours; for with Himſelf He freely gives . 
us all. his Treaſure. 8 
But let me caution here againſt Two Things. 


1.) Do not imagine, that you can ſhare in ibe 
Riches of Chriſt, unleſs you firſt accept bis Perſon. _ 
Such indeed is the Amiableneſs, ſuch the tranſcen- 
dent Beauty and Excellency of our Immanuel, the In- 
carnate Go, that his Perſon is infinitely to be 
Preferred before any of the Bleſſmgs he has to beſtow : 
And they that love Him not for what He is in Himſelf, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have any Sincerity in their 
Love at all. If Men ſeek his Riches only, without an 


| hearty Deſire after the Enjoyment of his ſpecial Pre. 


ſence, and an Intereſt in his peculiar Affection and 
ditinguiſhing Love, they have Reaſon to conclude, 
that they have never yet ſeen the King in his Beauty®, 
nor taſted that the Lord is gracious*. And ſhould 
they die in their preſent Condition, they muſt - periſh 
in their beloved State of Poverty and Aienation from 
Him. This the "Apoſtle teaches, ſaying, He that 
bath the Son, hath Life; and be that bath not the Son 
of GOD, bath not Life v. 


(2.) Let not any dream, that Chriſt is theirs, till 
in the moſt ſerious Manner they have given their - 
hearty Conſent to be the Lord's. 
Whatever be the ſacred Privileges which any en- 
joy, or the Multitude of religious Duties which they 
C perform; 


Cant. vi. - * Ifai, Xxxii. 17. 1 Pet. d. 3. 
* 1 John v. * — 4 8. 22 
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or the diſtinguiſhing Zeal 3 ſhew in the - Cauſe of 


Chriſt; yet a comfortable Evidence of a ſpecial Re. 


lation to him, can never be juſtly drawn from any 
Thing of this Kind, unleſs with the Heart they have 
conſented to be entirely his : i. e. unleſs they have con- 
ſented to be ſaved by bis Blood, to be juſtified for the 
Sake of his Righteouſneſs, and of that alone; and 
are willing to be ſanitified, to be taught and 2 by 


bis Spirit, to be diſpoſed of b 4 Bis Providence, and 


conſtantly ruled and governed by bis Vord; aiming 
to live to his Glory, and to grow up into a Conformity 


to Him, and a perfecs Meetneſs to qwell with . for 


ever. 
Till a Man has through Grace been enabled, in the 

Actings of Faith and Love, with an humble Reve- 
rence, an holy Confidence, and chearful Subjection 
of Soul, thus to ſurrender, dedicate, and devote 
bimſelf to the Lord, he can have no Evidence of an 
Intereft in Him, or any of the ſaving Riches of bis 
Grace. And it is the Duty of Miniſters, to en- 
deavour to ſet theſe Things in the cleareſt Light, 


_ faithfully declaring from the Word of Gop, that if 
any Man have not * Hern of Cbriſt, be is none of 


His v. Further, 


4. Minifters are to encourage Believers to be con- 


tinually making Uſe of Chrif, and his Heavenly 
Treaſures, to 2 compleat Salvation. 


This unſpeakable Privilege is GOD's a 


to all the Saints. As they bave received Cbriſt Feſus 
the Lord, ſo they have Leave, nay, are even com- 
manded, to wall in Him *, to be ever looking to Him 
as the Author and Finiſher of their Faith Y, and to be 
continually trufting i in that infinite Treaſure of Merit, 
which there is in bis Obedience, Sacrifice, and Intercef 


perform; whatever be the high Profeſſion they make; | 
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1 
fon, for the Acceptance of their Perſons and all their 
holy Duties, and for their Purification from the many 
unavoidable Defilements and lamented Inperfections, 
of which they are conſcious, or may be daily guilty. 
They are allowed to make uſe of his Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge ;——that they may have a more 
full Conviction of the Evil of Sin, of their own Yile- 
meſs and Hell-deſervings, of the Vanity and Emptineſs f 
the Creature, of the Beauty of Holineſs with the tran- 
ſcendent Excellency of ſpiritual Bleſſings, and of the 
infinite Perfection and Glory of a Covenam- O0 D 
that they may alſo have Dire#ion in Matters of 
Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience, and in the pru- 
dent and religious Management of the Affairs of Life; 
—and that they may be helped to improve every 
Diſcovery of Divine Truth, every Command and 
Promiſe of Gov, with every Event of bis Providence, 
to their fartber Eſtabliſbment in the Ways of Religion, 
their Growth in Grace, and their nearer Conformity 
to the Heavenly Image of their Saviour and zbeir 
GOD. | | We 

They are allowed, moreover, humbly to confide in 
the Fulneſs of Grace and Strength, which is treaſured 
up in this Captain of their Salvation; that they may 
be enabled to ſubdue ' the Luſts of their own Hearts, 
to conquer the wicked One, and withſtand all the Allure- 
ments of this preſent evil World; and that at length, 
in his own Time, they may have 4 compleat Redemp- 
tion from all their Enemies, from all the Oppeſition which 
they meet with at preſent, and ail the Imperfettion 
which here attends their Obedience to Gop, and 
their Enjoyment of Him. - „ 7:9 FL 
Thus Believers are allowed to -uſe the Treaſures of 
Chrift to their compleat Salvation; and Miniſters are 
to give them the fulleſt Aſſurance of it, from the Word 
of the Truth of the Goſpel, which they are bound to 
preach. And then, he es | 
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5. It is the, Duty of | Miniſters to © in bow 
Chriſt's Treaſures are to be uſed and improved by 
all the Saints 4 GOD's Glory. 


Miniſters are therefore faithfully to Aer, that 
Chriſt is to be received as the Gift of the Father's 
Grace, to be truſted in as a Ranſom of bis providing, 
and beheld, like the brazen Serpent of old, as the 
great and only. Ordinance of G . nee for 
the Healing of his People. 

And what a wonderful Diſplay is there of the 5 
Glory of GOD, in the ſurprzing Proviſion that is 
made in Chriſt for our eternal Happineſs ? —— When 
we conſider the exact Suitableneſs and infinite Abun- 
dance of this Proviſion, muſt not the Greatneſs of 
the Love, and the Richneſs of the Mercy of Go, ' 
be acknowledged? If the Condition of the apoftate 

guilty Creature be remembered, what a Luſtre does 
this put upon the Freeneſs of that Love, which un- 
aſked and undeſired, provided ſuch a glorious Relief for 
Creatures altogether unworthy of the leaſt Mercy 
yea, for Sinners, of whoſe heinous Crimes and Pro- 
vocations the eternal Vengeance of Heaven had been 
but a juſt and righteous Retribution ? —— And was 
this Relief ordained by Gop from everlaſting, from 
the Beginning, or ever the Earth was; what a ful 
Proof is this, that as GOD's Love to us muſt be 
prior and antecedent to our Love 10 bim, fo likewiſe 
that iis Date muſt be Eternal? And is not the Sove» 
reignty of bis Grace to be adored, ſince it lay in his own 
Breaſt entirely, whether there ſhould be any Treaſures 
at all provided for finful, wretched, and miſerable — 
any more than for the fallen Angels ? Or this being; 
ſolved upon and determined, it ſtill lay in the — 
ure of the Log p, who of Alam's Race ſhould be 
_ the happy Heirs of theſe ineſtimable 7 Tree Aud 


E Prov. viii. 23. 
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And who that believe, can ceaſe to admire the 
infinite Wiſdom and Care of GOD, which appear in 
his lodging ſuch rich and important Treaſures in ſo 
able and ſafe a Hand, as Chriſt's is; throꝰ whoſe Faith- 
fulneſs and Power ibe actual Beftowment or Application 
of theſe Treaſures is ſecured to thoſe for whom they. 
were deſigned, againſt the ftrongeſt Oppoſition and 
moſt cunning Deceit, beyond all AS or * : 
leaſt Hazard of any Default or Diſappointment. © 
Let the whole of the Caſe be carefully viewed þ - * 
and with what a re/plendent Glory does the Majeſty of 
GOD ſhine forth therein? With what awful At- 

tention are we called, at the fame Time to regard 
the infinite , Goodneſs of the Loxp, and the Sapre- 
macy of his — For who, but GOD, had 
any Right to appoint a Mediator, or Power to call 
that infinitely glorious Perſon, the Son of GOD 
Himſelf, to bear and execute ſo high an Office, at- 
tended with | ſuch plunging Difficulties as could 
not poſſibly have been ſurmounted by any other ? 
What a Happineſs then ſhould-we eſteem it, that 
it pleaſed the Father, that in Chrift ſhould all Fulneſs 
dwell *? Since had it not been for the Sovereign Ap- 
pointment of the Good-will of Gop, our Lord 
Chrif had never taken to Himſelf this Honour,” to be 
the great Higb. Prieſt over the Houſe of GO Db, or the 
glorious Repoſitory of thoſe. unſearchable Riches of 
Righteouſneſs and Grace, which were W foe 
our Salvation. 
Now that the Heavenly 7 8 which are in 

Chbriſt may be uſed and improved by the Saints 10 the 
- Glory of GOD, the Truths which his Word reveals 
concerning, theſe grand and important Articles 
are to be received with ſuch a reverential Faith, as 
ſhall work by Love, and ſtud iouſſy meditate all the af. 
fectionate and ſuitable Returns of a thankful Admi- 
ration and humble Praiſe, of an holy Confidence and © 


Delight 


* Col. i. 19. Heb, V. 


> SA 
' Delight in Gov, with an oniverkil and Oy” 
Submiſion to bis Will, thro' a perſevering and con- 
ſtant Courſe of new Obedience. For it is only this 
Faith unfeigned, that can carry in it, or lead to 
ſuch an — of the Myſtery of GOD, 
and of the Father, and of Chriſt ©, as will certainly 
and directly i ue in the Glory of each of the Divine _ 
| Perſons, and in the Glory of every one of the Per. 


feftions and Attributes of the Diuine Nature. But | 


this Faith, proceeding from the Uni3ion of the Holy One, 
will effectually raiſe the Souls in whom it dwells, to 
ſuch a full and ready Declaration, that it isof GOD, 
and of his Love and Grace alone, that 2 3 
made unto us Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctiſication, and 
Redemption, as will leave no Room for any Fleſb to 
glory in his Preſence *%. And the exciting the Saints to 
this Improvement of the 7 reaſures hid in Chrift, is 
to be the conſtant Endeavour. of Gaſpel- Miniſters, in 
* their ere and in all their Labours, JET, 


41 — ſerious Reflection ah, but upon o- 
Part of the Duty of Miniſters which is deſcribed 
under the foregoing Heads, will not the Greatneſs of 
their Work, and the Difficulty that attends it, fo far 
appear, as to make us all cry cut in the ApofHe's 
Language of Amazement, ſaying, Aud who is fuf- 
ficient for theſe Things ©? Not 95757 Men, unleſs 
our Saviour, according to his kind — de gra- 
_ ages to be ever with them ". ? 


Vet this was the important Wark i in which, with 
an humble and ſteady Dependance upon the Arm of 
the Lord, your — Paſtor was for very near 
Twenty Years employed among you. And were 
not the ou ws a 1 have weh now s mentioned, 

| be 


Fg Col. ii. 2. © 1 Cor. i. 29, 30. e 2 Cor, ii. 16. 
i Mat. XXVII. 20. 8 | 
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| the Am at which the whole Scope of bis Manſy, 
was directed? | 

You of this Church and ation, who ſtatedly 
attended his Adminiſtrations; yea, and other Churches 
and Congregations, among whom bis L 
x in the former Part of his Life were ſpent*; 1 
m perſuaded, can witneſ. for Him, that he was | 
— azeded not to be aſhamed 6: One that en- 
gaged in his Work with ſolid Judgment and heavenly . - 
Skill, and went thro? it with a real Pleaſure and De- 
Abr; attending upon it, according to the Meaſures 
of Health and Strength, which from Time to Time 
the Lok p was pleaſed to afford Him, with Diligence 
and Application: And this oftentimes, of late Tears 
eſpecially, when under a remarkable , nay | 
Anguiſh and Pain of Body. For it was 
his Defire and Prayer, as he y declared in 4 
Letter to a Brother of this Church, that “ if he was 
«© ſpared, it might be for the Service of his bleſſed 
« Redeemer.” And afterwards in anotber, when he 
heard that be Church had engaged the Affiſtance! of 
fome Minifters in the folemn Duty of 
Prayer and Supplication upon his Account; tho' in the 
— Letter © he bleſſed Gop, that tir Faith, in 
* a living Redeemer, he could look u " By” 
a glorious Deliverance ;”* yet, ſaid he, ifi it 

ebe for Service and Uſefulneſs, the Lon p bear, and 
« beal, and reſtore? 

But he, who like his renowned Predrcefors, the | 
Paſtors of this Church, was at beſt an Earthen, | 


* Before Mr. Wright was called to be Paſtor of this crc, 
by the Diſpoſal of he had been employed for fome - 
Years in the Work of the Goſpel at Hitching in Rien 
at Colchefler, and Set. Edmund's-Bury. | 


5 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
I Theſe were Mr. Strong, Author of a Diſcourſe upon the Two 
„ Church auas gathered + He 
as its Caſts: | it alcc > meet in H efiming, Abbey ; and 
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is now like them a broken Veſſel And one Do- of 
theſe Diſpenſations, and Events of Providence, is 
to convince us, that all the Succeſs of the Goſpel — 
ariſe, not from the Ability of any Miniſters, but from 
_ the Excellency of the Power of GOD. 

And for our farther Conviction of this, having 
conſidered the great Work of the Miniſtry of the Gof- 
Fi, us, as Was gapped under the . next Generas 


III. Take a View. of the Weakneſs 75 the Perſons 
employed i in ſo-great a Wort. | 


Tho' the faithful Ne of Chriſt are undoubt- 
— ſome of the beſt of Men, yet their Weakneſs, as 
J have before obſerved, is very ſtrongly ſuggeſted, 
and plainly referred to, by the Compariſon uſed in the 
Text, which ſtiles them EARTAEN VESSELS. 
And what is here implied, is fo evidently and abun- 
dantly confirmed to every one's Obſervation, that it 
ſeems altogether needleſs to offer any Thing direfly 
in the Proof of it; yet I ſhall attempt a ſhort, but 
humbling Illuſtration of it in a few Particulars, which 
may be July . from ibis c . Far. it 


ſhews us, 


24. That Miniſters have no ſuitable Qualifications for 
their Work, but what are given them Joon 
above. 


As to Veſſels in general, it is evident enough, 
that they cannot afford any Thing but what they have 


fir received: They can 5 aut no more than what 
is 


on his Death i in the Vear 1654. Me. John e choſen 
. Paſtor there, who died in 1677. and was ſucceeded by the 
learned Mr. Theophilus Gale and Mr. Samuel Lee, and afterwards 
by his Son Mr. Thomas Rowe, who died in 1705. After him 
the Church called Mr. Foxon, who was its . Paſtor till 1724. 
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is/ put into them. Never was there a valuable Tres 
found in any other, but eſpecially not in an 


there. 
Thus whatever the Excellency or the Treaſure be, 


that is found in am eminent, godly, or uſeful Mi. 
niſter, it is communicated by Chriſt, who is made Head 
over all Things to the church hk and is wrought in him 
by the Holy Spirit, who with an uncontroulable Sove- 
reignty divideth ſeverally to every Man, and to every 
Miniſter, as He will i.— If theſe Servants of « the 
Lord are any of them formed with a ſuperior Degree 
of Natural Abilities, either as to the Quickneſs or 
Largeneſs of their Comprebenſion, the Solidity of their 
Judgment, the Warmth of their AMfellion, or the 
Strength of their Memory; if they are favoured with 
any good Natural Elocution, Volubility of Speech, Vi- 
vacity or Agreeableneſs in their Utterance ; even theſe 
remarkable and valuable Endowments are beſtowed by 
the Father of Lights, from whom every good, as well 
as perfect Gift muſt come*, If 12 have made 
any happy Progreſs in the neceſſary and uſeful Parts 
of Human Learning, ſuch as may yield them ſome 
conſiderable Help and Advantage in a right Under- 
andim of the Scriptures; why, this, and 7 Oppor- 
WW /unitics for their Improvement, with all the Succeſs of 
their fudious Endeavours, were at the Diſpoſal, and 
under the Direction of Gop, thro? whoſe Bleſſing and 
Grant they obtained them. Are they enriched with 
any diſtinguiſbing Light, with a clear Infight or deep 
Penetration into the ſpiritual, future, and eternal Things 


ſublime and heavenly Things, and made them  mani- 
feſt to themm; and becauſe the ſame Spirit of Coun- 


fel and Might has enlightened the _ of their Under. 
D fand- 


Egk. 4. 88... 3 Os xi, Il. Jam. is 17. 
Erh. i. 1. 1 John xvi. 15. * 242 


Earthen Ve 7, till firſt ſome Hand had lodged ” 


of the Goſpel? It is becauſe the Spirit of Wiſdom and 
Kevelation in the Knowledge of Chriſt! has taken of theſe = 


n 


. | 
| Fanding", and taught them to know the Things that 
are freely given to us of GO Do. And that their 
natural Capacities, their learned Acquirements, with all 
their ſpiritual Gifts, may be ſanctied and crowned 
with Succeſs, are they in Truth made Partakers of 
tbe Grace of GOD, the beſt Comment upon the Bible? 
This in every Degree and Meaſure thereof is etni- 
nently the Gift of Chrift ; and it is of bis Fulneſs 
alone, they can any of them receive Grace for Grace b. 
And if, after all, they are in any fit Capacity for 
Uſefulneſs and Service in the great Work of the M. 
niſtry, they muſt every one for himſelf reſpectively 
with the deepeſt Humility acknowledge, as Paul did, 
By the Grace of GOD T1 am what I am. For they 
have Nothing that is likely to be either uſeful for them- 
ſelves, or beneficial to others, but what they have re- 
cerved according to the merciful and gracious Diſtri- i 
bution of their Heavenly Lord. This is taught us 
by the Compariſon: And fo it is, ROT 


- 2, That when Mniſters are furniſted with the 
moſt happy Qualifications, yet they cannot do any 
Thing in their Work to purpoſe without con- 
tinual Aſſiftance from the Lord. 


Has an Earthen Veſſel any Power, to convey it3 
Contents to thoſe for whom they are deſigned, or to 
apply them to the Uſes for which they are intended? 
No more can the Miniſters of the Goſpel, without a 
freſh Anointing from above, exert themſelves in their 
Work, or uſe their Talents in any profitable Manner, 
to the ſpiritual Benefit or real Edification of the People. 
As the Furniture of Miniſters, and all their righ En- 
dowments, come from G0 D; fo the uſeful Exerceſe 
of their Gifts depends upon his powerful and gracious 
Aſiſtance. The ſame Apoſtle, who confeſſed that His 

.- ®-Eph. i. 18. ® 1 Cor. ti. 12. { ip John i. 16. 
11 Cor. xv. 19. A * N A 
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Finus for bis Office araſe from the Graze of GOD, 


readily acknowledged, that in ail his Diligence and 
Labours, it was this Grace that wrought mightily in 
wy r. Without it the Apoſtle Paul himſelf was 
not ſufficient, neither can any of the Miniffers of Chrift 
be able, 10 think a good Thought *, to teach the Truth 
as it is in Feſus*, or to ſpeak as becometh the Ora- 
cles of GOD®, If his Preſence be withdrawn, then, 
inſtead of ſpeaking in the Evidence and Demonſtration 
of the Spirit, or preaching with Power , it will ſoon 
be perceived, that Miniſters of the greateſt Abilities 
are ſadly ftraitened, and quickly become flat and 
dull, dead and lifeleſs in their Miniſtrations. For all 
their Aivity, Vigour, and Fervour in their Work 
depend entirely upon bis Afitance. Again, 


© 3. Miniffers can bear Nothing, but as they are 
ſupported and upheld. 


- . Beſides the Afii#ions incident to them as Men and 
as Chriſtians, they have their peculiar Difficulties.and 
Trials to which their Office does expoſe them. [Their 
Work is to preach down the Kingdom of Sin and Satan, 
and to preach up the Kingdom of a crucified Feſus and 
deſpiſed Saviour. The Enmity, which ever remains 
between the two Seeds, is a conſtant Ground of Con- 
troverſy and Oppoſition, And when any freſb Trouble 
or Perſecution ariſes, the ſharpeſt and hotteſt Part of 
the Storm generally falls upon the Minifters of Chrift, . 
and they muſt bear it. It is often heir Lot to be 


WW 4:/piſed and trampled upon by Men, to be troubled on 


every Side, perplexed, perſecuted, and caſt daum x. If 
they will be diligent, faithful, and zealous in the Work 
of the Lord, they muſt expoſe themſelves to the Diſ- 
pleaſure and Fury of the Adverſary. And ſince they 
are but Earthen Veſſels, when the Enemy rages, ſhould 

2 not 


Col. i. 29. 2 Cor. iii. 5. * Eph. iv. 21. ® 4 Pet. 
W. 11. 0 I Cor. ii. 4. 5 2 Cor. iv. 8. 9. 


© Got the Lord uphold, they muſt be quickly dae 55 
Pieces. Under the Increaſe, or long Cantinuanee |} 
of their Troubles, if left to themſelves, their Hearts 

would faint, and they would utterly fail and be 
diſcouraged : They might eaſily be inſnared into the 
like Temptation with the Prophet), to quit their Work 
and' give it over. If under heavy Diſcouragements 
ſuch feeble Creatures are kept cloſe to their Duty, ſure 
it muſt be, becauſe, tho* weak in themſelves, they are 
fronz in the Lord*: For it is only when his Grace 
is mighty in theme, that they can ſurmount the leaſt 
Difficulty, or conquer their own unbelieving Fears. 
The Compariſon farther ſhews us, | 
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| 4. That the beſt of Minifters have fuch' Flaws and 
Blemiſbes, as would defeat the Defign of their 
Miniſtry, if the Lord did not mercifully interpoſe. 


They are Men, clothed with Mortality; they can- 
not therefore but have their Defetts: They are fu! 
Men, and clothed with Corruption; and muſt needs 

therefore have their Blemiſhes too. The Law made 
Men Priefis that Bad Infirmity*; and if under the 
Goſpel none were to be its Minifters but ſuch as are 
perfect, none in this World could be found to preach 
it: For in the preſent State all Men are imperfect. 
Even the Apofiles tbemſelves, tho' bleſt with an infal- 
lible and perfect Inſpiration, yet tbey had their 

- perſonal Defects and finful Blemiſhes, Did not Paul 
blame Peter, and that juſtly too, for going thro* Fear 
into a Piece of Diſſimulation®? And it ſeems alſo, 
as if Paul himſelf was not to be wholly acquitted, 
with reſpect to the ſharp Contention, which happened 
at Antioch, between Him and Barnabas dl. And the 
Apoſtle Jobn, ſpeaking of the Imperfeftions of the 
5 „„ ö 

F-Jer. . 9; 2 2 Cor. xii. 10, 2 Gal. ii, 8, 
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A 
bees in de preſent Sate, jag ligt, in "the 

Number: I we ſay we baue no Sin, we deceive our. 
ſelves, and the Truth is not in us*. It is owing _ 
therefore to the Care of Him that boldeth the ſeven | 

Stars in his Right Hand, and walketh in the midſt of 
the ſeven Golden Candleſticks *, that the Miniſtry is not 
more. frequently blamed, than it is; even to the defeat- 
ing the Deſign of the Goſpel, thro* the Defe7s and 
Blemiſhes of thoſe that bear this Office. - For at. 


Reaſon, 15 2 
5. Even Time itſelf will quickly make them moul- 
dier and decay, till Death ſhall break and lay 
them afide. | ian 


Miniſters are of the ſame frail and mortal Make 
with the reſt of Mankind. They are ſabject to the 
ſame Decay of Nature, the ſame Diſeaſes both of 
Body and Mind, the ſame Caſualties and Occurrences, 
and the fame 1nfirmities of Age, as others are. But, 


W beſides theſe —_ ay have their peculiar, Diſ- 


advantages. A Cloſeneſs of Application, and Intenſe- 
neſs of Thought in the Study; a Frequency, Painful- 
neſs, and Fervour in Preaching ; their conſtant La- 
bours and Watchings; their tender Sympathy with 
the Afiitted, which upon one Occaſion and another 
is kept almoſt akvays burning; and under all, the 
Want of Opportunity for a due Meaſure of Bodily Ex- 
erciſe , are ſuch peculiar Difficulties in their Caſe, as 


naturally tend to exhau# their Spirits, and wear 
gouf their Strength and Conſtitution, faster than 


— is ordinary in the common Circumſtances of 
Life. p 


A due Attention to the brief Naſtration, attempted 

under his and the preceding Particulars, may ſuffi- 

| 2 | cd̃ilentl 
"TA John i. 8. Rey. ii. 1. 


beſt they are but Earthen Veſſels; and for this "8 


TON VEN 30 ; Weds ' | 
r convince u of the Wake of the bel if 
Miniſters, and prevent our wondering that they 

ſhould be compared to Earthen Veſſels, It rather may 
furprize us, that Gop ſhould make uſe of ſuch feeble 
dyfiruments, in carrying on jo great 4 Work as they 
are employed in. But this Diſpenſation the Text 
accounts for, aſſigning this as the Reaſon, that the 
Excellency of the Power may be of GOD, and not of 

Man. I ſhall therefore, in the next Place, | 


III. Shew, that the Succeſs of the Goſpel wal 
needs redound to GOD's Glory. | 


This may be made evident from a comparative 
2 ew of Two Things. 

[1.] The happy Effects that are produced under a 
Croſpel-Miniftry, _— It is ſucceſsful, And, 

= ] The utter Inſufficiency of Miniſters of the 
ork Abilities, zo produce thoſe Men by any 


ower that is in them. 


(8 ] Let us take a View of the happy af 
produced under a Goſpel-Minifiry, when it is 
7 Ful. 


Theſe are really wonderful; and the better they 
are underſtcod, the more they will be admired. By 
Reaſon indeed of their ſublime and heavenly Na- 
ture, the Greatneſs and Glory of them cannot riohtly 
be diſcerned by carnal Perſons. But how abſtruſe ſo- 
ever they may ſeem to be to ſuch, yet the Believer 
from his own Experience can /ee enough in.them to 
raiſe his Admration. For a ſucceſsful Miniſtry is ever 
attended with very marvellous Effefts ; ſuch as theſe 
which follow. | 


ü x. Ther eby the 5 Holds of Sin ok Satan are 
demoliſhed, 
Theſe 


1 5 

Theſe ſrong Holds are, the Iguorance and Errors of 
the Mind, the domineering and tyrannical Lufts of 
the Hab, the Undbelief and Prejudices of the Heart 
againſt Chrif, and againſt the Way of Salvation by 
Him, with the worldly Maxims and carnal Reaſonings 
that have gained the Aſcendant over Man. Theſe 
are Evils, to which, by the righteous Curſe of the 
roken Law, our Nature is ſubjected. 1 
But when the Goſpel is made ſucceſsful, what a 
glorious Deliverance is wrought from all theſe hurtful 
© and threatening Michiefs ? Then, how have they, 
that loved Darkneſs, and hated Lights, been inſtructed: 
and made wiſe to Salvation® ? They, who before the 
Goſpel had any good Effect upon them, made a Mock 
% Sin, and 2 Jef? of all ſerious Religion, have 
hen changed their Sentiments, and could no longet 
all Evil Good, or Good Evil*, They, that were 
ll of Prejudices againſt the Doctrine of Chriſt, have 
been ſo far wrought upon, as, under many Difficulties 
and much Oppoſition, to make an open Profeſſion of 
he Evangelical Truths which they once denied,” and 
To contend earneſtly for the Faith\, which with much 
Bitterneſs and Rancour they once reproached. They, 
ho were formerly /o fond of their ſecular Intereff, 
hat they thought no Pains too great to be taken, 
nor hardly any ſecret Haud too vile to be practiſed, 
ſo that they might but grow rich and great in the 
J 78 Nr at length become as A weaned Child® ; 
nd have y preferred, as well they might, a 
ous Adoption — the Family Gas; before 
ny worldly Emoluments, or temporal Honours whats 
ver. | 
And would to Gop, the Minifry of his Ser- 
ants in all our Aſſemblies might be crowned with a 
itude of ſuch remarkable Inſtances of Succeſs as 

E John iii. 19, 20. Þ Tim. iii. 15. Prov. xiv. 9. 
K If  ]ude, wer, = Pſa), CxxXi. 2. 
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al, V. 20. 


| theſe! Bleſſed be his holy Name, there are, even 


10 bring Souls 40.Chrift, and. m Andie be iy Faith 
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in theſe declining Times, /ome among us who Can 
teſtify, that their Errors have been rooted out; their 
Prejudices againſt God and Godlineſs, againſt he 
3 and his Chrif, have been conguered; their 
Love of Sin, which is ever the Support of the Devil's 
Kingdom, has been ſlain; and all their worldly finful 
Politicks have been caſt away, and exchanged for the 
wiſe and holy Rules of GO D's Commands, and thoſe 
moſt pure and excellent Politicks which are taught 
us in the Bible. 
Thus has the Minifry of the Mord been mighty 
and effectual, in caſting down the proud Imagina- 
tions and carnal Reaſonings of Sinners, with every 
high Thing that exalted uſeif againſt the Knowledge of 
GOD, and in. bringing into Captivity every Thought to | 
the Obedience e of Cbriſt n: And hereby the ſtrong HO 
of. Satan have been demoliſhed: Again, 


2. 4 ſucceſs ful Miniftry | is the Means of. 1 producing. a 
true and ſaving Faith in Jeſu Chriſt. 
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unto Him, i is one ſpecial and grand De/gn of a. Gof | 
pel- Miniſtry : And when Succeſs attends it, Perſons 
are prevailed upon to come to Feſus, to receive Him, 
and tru in Him as their only Hope and Saviour, 
And what a wonderful Effect is this? What ſuperna- 
tural and furprizing As are included in the Faith 
that truly juſtifies and ſaves ? Acts of the deepeſt 
Humility, and ſtricteſt Se. Denial; Acts of the higheſt 
Reverence for Gop, and of the moſt endeared Af- i 
fection to that Feſus, who was once the Sinner? 's 
—_ Averſion., 
Is it not very Hrange, to he, a Man quit the Law 
as a Covenant of Works, ſince our very Nature is 
wedded to it? How lotb are we to be dead 10 that, 
N „ ane 
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a 2 Cor. x. 8. 


And married to another o, tho? it be 10 Cbriſt, an in- 
teh better Huſband ? Is there any Thing a Man 
is more 4nwilling to part with, than a ſecret Depen-- 
dance upon his. own Righteouſneſs ;, tho“ bis bef, 
ſince the Fall, is no better in Gop's Account than 
polluted Rags, or g Garments? ? Is it not evident, 
that while in many Inſtances very Shame will en Sage 
a Man to put away Sin, yet at the ſame Time ride 
and Self-Flattery will make him hold bis legal Righ- 
teouſneſs the faſter ? | '* 0 
Oh the Difficulty of perſwading Men to Yay afide 
thoſe Expeations of Happineſs for the Sake of ibeir 
own Obedience, which ſooner or later muſt iſſue in 
the ſoreſt Diſappointment How difficult is it, to 
= perſwade boſe eſpecially to do this, who have had 4 

= Religious Education; who from their Youth have led 
n Moral Life, been regular and ſober in their Behavi- 
aur, and conſtantly engaged, it may be, in the 
External Performance of holy Duties ; who have been. 
ready therefore to think within themſelves, that 
they had much wherem to truſt, and ſomething perhaps 
Wy thereof 10 glery! How Hard, to prevail with fuch to 
= renounce their own Righteouſneſs ! Or if this be done 
provelecly; yet ſtill how diſſicult to bring the Soul, 

'o groe its unfeigned, its hearty and full Conſent, ,in_ 
ſuch an humbling Matter, as that of betaling itſelf to 
the Righteouſneſs of another for its only Sanctuary and 
Refuge of Salvation! ** . 
Is it not wonderſul to ſee them, who had been 
long with the greateſt Earneſtneſs ſeehing a Righte- 
ouſneſs, if not avowedly, yet ſecretly; and'as it were, 
by the Works of tbe Law 4, at length to ſeek it by 
Faith, in Cbriſt alone 3 and now to ſubmit with thank- 
ful Admiration to the Righteouſneſs of his Obedience 
and. Croſs, which before in their Hearts they could. 
never once approve of ? =— Wonderful ſure it is, that 
4 crucified Feſus ſhould become precious and dear.to 
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1 
toſe,. to whom all their Life before He had ied 25 
a Stone of Stumbling, and a. Rotk of Offence *, —— 
Let when the Miſtry of the Ward is crowned 
with Succeſs, theſe are * of the ſurprizing Effetts 
and wonderful heh ap which are produces nk 
ons | 


3. It works'a 3 Renovation of Soul, wich 
in univerſal Change 1 in Life and Converſation. 


The Inward Change of the Heart, tho! ſecret aud 
Inviſible, is nevertheleſs real, and univerſal. The 
great Work of Regeneration 1s not a feigned, but 
a real Change; as the many, many Thouſands, who 
have had the happy Experience of it, can with a 
ſacred Pleaſure zefify. In a Metaphorical and Spiri- 
tual Senſe, the Blind have really been made to ſee, 
the Deaf to hear, the Dumb to ſpeak, and the Lame 
to walk, yea even leap for Foy. Not only have 
- ur” Diſeaſed been healed, and s cleanſed; but 
the very Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins have been quick- 
ened, and raiſed to a Life truly Spiritual and Di- 
vine. he Change is alſo univerſal. They that 
are born again are renewed in the Spirit of their Mind, 
and in all the Faculties of the Soul. The Underſtand: 
ing is ſavingly enlightened, the Vill truly ſaniiified, 
and all the Aflections made ſpiritual and boly. Old 
Things paſs away, and all Things become new *, They 
have new Defires, and new Hopes. Their Fears are 
nete, their. Foys and Sorrows new. And it muſt 
needs be thus, ſince they have all of them new Aims, 
and new Endeavours. They love the Good, which 
they. once hated and purpoſely ſhunn*d ; and hate the 
Ew, which they once loved and eagerly purſued, 
They are taken into a zew State ; they enter into a 
new World; and accordingly. reſolve on new 
. 

And 
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And hence the Impard Renovation of the Soul f 8 
ever attended with an univerſal Change in Liſe and 
Converſation. Corruptions being healed, and the 
Image of Gop reſtored, 1h Hearts of Men are 
fet right for the humble and faithful Diſcharge of 
every Duty. When a Miniftry is truly ſucceſsful, 
Men are made not barely Nominal, but Real and 
Practical Chriſtians, who from a Vital Principle live 
Religion, as well as profeſs it to God's Honour, 
And how glorious an Effect of the Goſpel is this, 
for vile Sinners to be made new Creatures? Would 
it not be /urprizing, - to fee the Ethiopian change bis 
Skin, or the Leopard bis Spots". to ſee an Adaniant 
melted and diſſolved; or to ſee Woes: turned into 
Sheep, yea Lions and Tigers =_ Lambs? Was it not 
wonderful, (think ſeriouſly, I beſeech you, ) was it 
not wonderful to ſee Fordan driven back, and its _ 
Streams made to run upwards? And yet Wanders as 
great, nay, in ſome Regard finitely greater than 
theſe, are certainly wrought, when Sinners are con- 


verted and turned to the Lord; when, with their own 


Conſent and Prayer, their Hearts are divorced from 
their bewitching dels and beloved Lufs; when 
they, who had all their Days been cafting the Law 
of Gop behind their Backs v, are now made to 
look to their Maker, and their Eyes to have Reſpe# to 
the Holy One of Iſraelx; aiming in all Things to 
Pleaſe the Lord, whatever may be the Diſpleaſure, or 
the Sufferings, which, upon that Account, they may 
meet with from any of the Aue of Gop and 
Religion. ">" Bites 3 
But the Time a fail me to mike a particular 
| Mention of all the _ happy and. wonderful Effetts, 
| which ever attend 2 nr —— Wow 
A, on 
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2.] 14 thi ater Injaffcieny of Rk * 
able Miniſters, to produce thele NEG fen 
by wp Power that | is in them. 


. Tri is pity indeed, but N ſhould bes a diligent 
Enquiry made, into the real and true Cauſe of the 
glorious Effefts of which I have been ſpeaking: And 
the leaſt ſerious Thought may ſoon - convince ug, 
that this mug? lie, not in the Weakneſs of Man, but 
in the Power of GOD. The Inſufficiency of Mini- 
ſters for Works ſo great as theſe, of binding the firong 
Man armed, of quickening dead Jims, and reforming 
their Lives, might be evinced from various 
_ rations: I ſhall only point at Two, which I am 
perſwaded will afford 4 Bra Proof of the How 
Jam now upon; for, 

1. Mrmiflers, even of the axeataſt Abilities, polls 
not by their own Strength come up to 4 due Uſe of the 
Means appointed, that fuch _— might be produced 
—_ rhe. ban 1c; hw 
2, Theſe Effets are above the Bont of am Means 
within the Reach of Miniſters, tho! they ſhould: be 
me in the moſt regular and Perfect Mamer. % „d 


* 4 
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* v. Miniſters of the arcareſ Abilities Kt 4 
tbeir own Strength come up to 4 due Le f 

the "Means appointed, that 1855 e may be 

by oa A . 908 

| 33H ne 2290 

« heſe Means are, — an holy and dilig ent t Pre 
Paration in the Study, ——— 2 publick and fairhful Ad- 
miniſtration of the Word and Ordinances of God, —<- 
with an Exemplary Walk thro? the whole of a M. 
niſter iS — — 101. 1503 
The Work of the Study is Reading, Meditation, 
and Prayer ; that Sr Bun — have their e, 
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the: Mind of Chr}, may. Rand in bis GTU, and 
have themſelves @ clear Undar/ianding of the A 
which they are to publiſh. ta others. And as 

this it cannot be forgotten, . that tho? . fs — 
placed in the higheſt Qfice in the Church, and fas 
voured with the richeſ Ancinting that perhaps was 
ever beſtowed upon am of the Miniſters of Chrift 
upon Earth, yet he acknowledged, that of hr 
he was not any more than any of his 
Fellow-Labourtrs;- 10 think any Thing 6s. of himſelf. * 
which might be likely to Bale mote the great Deen Dejien. of 
the Goſpel, How then ſhall /Chrif's. ordinary) Mini. 
fers, who both as to Gifts and Graces every Way 


fall vat. ſhort of the le of 1he Apes, be able 


without the /pecial Help of the Loxp to come at 
thoſe holy Thoughts, thoſe ſublime, thoſe ſpiricual, 


| and divine Meditations, which might be inſtructive, 
| ne and quickening to the Pepi? 


Or after the moſt careful Preparation in privote, 
when they come into the publick Congregation, if the 
Loxp does not grant them his gracious. Afbance, 
how ſhall they be able to preach tbe Truth as il is in 
Feſus*? —— Or if this loud be done with that 
Saundneſs of Speech nwhich, cannot be condemned b, — 
yet ſhall they ſpeak as becometh tbe Oracle | 
60 De þo freak, that Muliitudes ſhall. believe; w 
was the Caſe as to Paul and his Halb. Tauer 4. 
How ſhall they ſpeak with that Reverence and Awe, 
which is ſuitable to the Majghy of the great GOD, 
from whom the Meſſage comes, and in wbeſe Name 
it is to be delivered; or with that Fulne and. Li- 
berly, which ſuit. wich the \ infinice,; Goodneſs of the 
Saviour, whoſe amazing Condeſcenſion is to bę 
proclaimed? Or how ball they ral with that 
Sericuſneſ and Solemnity, which me the daft 
Ari and eternal Moment of the Things which 
8 484 are 
7 Jer. , 18. 2 Cor. it's. Eck ip 1. 
Pet iv. 1t- Ach xiv, 1. 
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done, then how at the ſame Time ſhall they zeach 


moving 
real Conviction of their tender C 


_ niſiry that have ſeriouſly- attem 


with Diligence and Conftancy 
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r 
are to be declared; or with that Yehemence and 
Frrvour, that Vi Tour, and Boldneſs of Spirit, as ſhall 
ſhew them to be in Earneſt ; and that they are not 
like thoſe who proclaim News in the Streets, not 
regarding whether it be true or falſe ; but that 


they really believe, and are fully afſured of the Cer- 


5 of what they preach, and would gladly have 
the People be perſwaded of it too? Or if this be 


with that Gentleneſs, Patience, and Meekneſs, with 
that and winning Pathos, as ſhall give a 
for the 
Souls of Men, and of an bear Concern for their 
Salvation? ——It is no eafy , as all in the Mi. 
it will allow, 
to ſpeak like Boanerges, Sons of Thunder, and at the 
ſame Time to preach like @ Barnabas, 4 Son of Con- 
folation. Who is ſufficient thus to "preach Chriſt, 
warning Man, and teaching every Man in all 
Wiſdom, aiming in all Singleneſs' of Heart 9 
preſent every Man perfett in Cbriſt Fefus ?? 
What Miniſters, without ſpecial * Afitance and r6- 
markable Help from the Holy Ghof, can do this 
ancy, with Pureneſs, with 
Knowledge and Long-Suffering *;, and this under 
ſtrong Oppoſition, under heavy Afiiions, and ſink- 
ing Diſcouragements | ? In all their Converſation, ſhewing 
themſebves a Pattern of good Works*; and behaving 
at all Times not only in that inoffenſve Manner, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed h, but acting upon 
all Occaſions with that Humility, Condeſcenſin, and 
Self. Denial; with that Gravity, Simplicity, and. . 
Hincerig * ; with that Reſolution, Faithfulneſs, and 


"Zeal, in the Cauſe of Chriſt ; as ſhall make it mani- 
feſt, War! the "exalling the Lind,” wy gaining Souls 
1 unto 


IF i. 28. * 2 Cor. vi. 6. 5 Tit. i. 7. Þ» 2 Cor. vi. 3. 
42 Cor. i. 12. 2 Mb 7.103 N. Tas 1 ; 
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unto 1 is truly the Eu both of ln c. 
ation. and their Preaching too. 
If any ſhould be To fiuprd, or fo abominably ng 
Ec:i:ed and vain, as to pretend that they are ef ben. 
ehoes ſufficient for ſuch difficult Service. as this, they 
do at once hereby 2 demonſtrate, that they 
Wave not Chrif to be their Maſter ; for it is one 
indamental Principle in the Doctrine which he has 
taught, that without Him his N and CO : 
an do nothing *. N ay, | 


2. The 2 Effets which. "uo been Was 
tioned, are above the Power of am Means . 
within: the Reach of Miniſters, a they 

© ſhould be qo: in the 1 at N | 

feet Manner, | 


When Miniſters have exerted themſelves to _ 
Wutmoſt, yea tho? they could attend to all the Parts 
Wor their Duty with the greateſt Exactneſs, even to 
ꝙFerfection; yer, _ all, the Conver/ion . 95 42 
oul is a Wark Gf 5 above their Power. For 
che Goſpel itſelf, . whereof. is the 
Worcat Meant to be uſed to that. End, has no natural 
faq in it. If it had, then it might be expected, 

that it would at all Times have the ſame Succeſs 
upon all that hear it. But tho?, like he Sum, it 
makes an uninte a. certain, and ſpeedy 
Progreſs in the Circuit a For for it, yet it does 
not produce its Efes in a Way of natural Opera- 
tion, as the Sun does: For this enlightens and warm, 
wherever 2 | whereas among thoſe. upon 
whom the Goſpel ſhines, ſome believe, while others. 
believe not: And they that have been warmed. and 
greatly refreſhed by its reviving Beams at one 
Time, have felt little or nothing of its chearing 
Influences at another; tho* as to the clear bin- 
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Propbet to make the dry Bones live. Nor was 1: 


( 40 5 3 

1 of is Light, „ee al could! be eh 
ceived. 0 Aa $5 1 

- The Means of 4  Gofpel-Minidtry, ad its 41 
ol itſelf 10 produce the admirable Effett 
with which it is honoured, may be illuſtrated by 
ſeveral Paſſages recorded in gg which tho 
they were not immediately dig nad; yet they are 
rmartaly ſaited to give us this Inſtruction. 1 
may inſtance particularly in the Waters of the 
Pool of Betheſda, which could never bea; but] 
when impregnated with a ſup ernatural Virtue by 
the Deſcent of an Augel from Heaven, And again; 
in ExzekiePs propbehi upon the Bones m : There 5 
naturally zo more Virtue in the Letter of the Goſpel, 


or the Breath of them that preach it, 10 quicken 
dead Sinners, than there was in tbe Wards. of the 


T- SSS 


Saumding of ibe Trumpets. in the Days of an 
adequate Cauſe of the fidden Full of the ſtrong andſ 
impregnable Walls of Fericbo . Nor, yet again 
had be. Lipht f many Lamps diſcoyered at once 
when the Pitchers were broken, nor the Addition offi 
the loud Echo of the Shout: ngs of, the Soldiers, when 
without ſtriking a Blow chen impetuouſlſy cried, The 
Sword of the LORD, and of Gideon, any direct 
Tendencyor Furce in tbemſelves to work the utter Ouer: 
throw of the mighty Hoſt of: Adrdian?.' No more 
have the diligent and painful Endeavanys. of the] 
_ eminent Afnifters any natural Efficacy in then; 
to demoliſh the "Holds of Satan, or to build 1 
_ Kingdom and Intereſt of Chriſt. 
If any Means could in natal Wi have: prof 
wn thoſe bleſſed Effets, it muſt ſurely: 
the Perſonal Miniſtry of our Lord Himſtif. And 5e 
to teach bis People in this 22 State, to prize #1 
en R above his en, Was Phe 


bi 
n 
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vith Regard to their inward Temper, 
SS Ou ward Behaviour. Here the Time will not allow 

me to be very particular; yet ſince 
ſuffer me to be wholly filent, I ſhall with Submiſſion 


"to rrotin o, Sermon 


ee 
preached by Peter after Bit 
Aſcenfion with more Sutceſs*, than as far as appears 


oor yuan all thn AY ene 


If the mean eee therefore of theſe Earthin 
Voſs do at any Time become uſeful to the Good of 
Souls, it muſt be, becauſe rheir Miniftry in the Gof- 
þel is accompanied with the Power of 
it is only tro“ the Excellency 
Omnipotent Arm, that be Foolifomeſs of Preach- 
ing can een GY ER nn 


believe d. 
Having thus conſidered what was ſed as 


to a r by e N 
. To aſſt in 2 ſuitable Application o 


it teaches Anilters a Variety of InſtruRieds, 


Duty will not 


offer ' few Hints under the fo 1 And 
from what has been delivered it is manifeſt, 
that Miniſters are bound to. be Fail, Bon, 
and a Deen: | 9 


I. Mrmifters are e bound: to be Fain,” 


is. 


Are they Piiels in which the: Lonp bs Hat 
Wiſdom, 


4 Treaſure of ſpiritual Light and hau 
and is what they have received depoſited with them 


„A ih, ar, 5 W 


GOD. ' For 
of the Power of his 


to the Doctrinal Part of the Diſcourſe, | ſhall draw | 


4 The Subj ect which has been enlarged upon | 
4 ſpeak diſtinctly, both to Ae, and Fan. 


and their 
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(42) « 
is is, that all their Abilities and Furniture for their Worl 
be ever attended with a Prompineſs to it? As far as they 


have been enlightened in ibe Knowledge of the Myſteries of 


the Goſpel, they are to endeavour to make them known ; 
.remembering the Words of our Lord. to his Dif. 


ciples, Freely..you have received, freely given.. They | 


are to be apt to teach* : They are to teach. the Con- 
gregation whatever Gop has revealed in his. Mord, 
and to deliver nothing to the People, but what from 
.thence they have firſt received of the Lord*; Their 
Doctrine is to be a pure Dalirine; and all their In- 
frrufions about the Worſhip and Obedience. of the 
Goſpel, are to be pure Inftruttions. They are to preach 
the Truth as it is in Jeſusu; and to watch, that it 
may neither be adulterated with impure Mixtures, 
ſephifticated by any Fallacy or Diſſimulation, 
nor any Way debaſed or flattened by being made 
to ſavour of the Veſſel, which without the ut- 


moſt Care is apt to carry 4 _ of its are I 


Original. 

How clearly does the Deſcription i in the Text fins 
ther point; out. this Duty. of Faithfulneſs, ſhewing 
2 at Minifters are to. take heed: to themſelves *, as 


well as to their Doctrine. They are to be as-careful | | 


about the Regularity and. Holineſs: of : their Walk, as 
"about the Purity. of : the Truths which they are ent 
to deliver. If the Perſons under the Law, who did 
but bear the Veſſels of ibe Lord, were to be holy*; 


how remarkably holy then ſhould the Minifers of 


- the Goſpel be, who are themſelves his Veſſels ? How 
watchful ſhould be their Care, and how earne# their 
Cries to the Lord, that they above all Men may be 

kept unſpotted from the Fleſh and the World" ? that 
| Zhe People may never be laid under the Temp- 

tation of ”_ if not vg, their ne Food, 


112 by 


„Att. x 8. e EET) 1 Cor. xi. 23. „ Eph, 
iv. 21. . 28. * Ifai, li, 11, J James i. 27. 
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ur 


by reaſon of its being brought in 4 dirty Veſſel, 
Again, = "44 : of * = , 5 | | ; '3 
: 3. Minifters are obliged to be Humble. 4 M2 


The Compariſon in the Text is a ſtanding Check 
upon their Pride, aud a conſtant Bar to their vain 
Oentation. It warns them in a very particular 
Manner, that they never thin of themſelves above 


ments, and greateſt Succeſs, they always think ſaberly . 
They are of themſelves poor empty Veſſels, and have 
ol oibing that is valuable, but what they have firſt 
received. Let them not glory then, as if their\ Ta- 


W what have been given them from above. They 


Pit is well known, are for common Uſe, while Veſſels 
of Silver or Gold are carefully laid up, or put out 
of the Way. This ſhews, that Miniſters are to 
= cave with an engaging Condeſcenſion ; not lording it 
cover G O D*s Heritage®, but - diſcovering a Readineſs 
to be the Servants of all, even of the Meaneſt of the 
Wo Hock, for the Good of their Souls to Cbriſt's Glory. 
This Character alſo teaches, - that fuch vile 
Duſt and Aſhes ſhould ever attempt to ſpeak with 
the deepeſt Humility and Self-Abaſement, when they 
are engaged in preſenting to Gop the Confeſſions 
and Supplications of the People; and with the moſt 
reverential Awe, when they are to deliver to the 
People « Meſſage from the Great and Holy GOD. 
Upon ſuch ſolemn Occaſions, how reverent and 
bumble ſhould Miniſters be, remembering that their 
Original was of the Earth, and that their very Nature 
now is much debaſed by Sin. Nay, it further ſhews, 
that as all their Lalours in the Goſpe! ſhould be ſox 
OS . | lemnly 
2 Kom. Xi. 1 3 1 Cor iv. 7. Pet. v. LI 
| r 546% 4 W ne 


* S , y 


what is meet; but that after their þ17heff Attain- 


lenis had been originally their own, and not merely _ 


are repreſented too, as Earthen Veſſels, and theſe, + 


4 
2 
— - 


| (4) 
lemnly undertaken in the Name of tbe Lord, ſo they 
ſhould be ſeriouſly attempted in a conflant  Depen- 
dance upon his Strength z, for all their Sufficiency is of 
GOD< 
And if they have but the leaſt Meaſure of the 
Elumility which this Subject directs to, they vill 
not dare to aſſume to themſelves any Part of the Glom 
of their Succeſs ,, but will carefully inſtrut tbe Peo- 
ple, as the Apoſtles did, that * healing. or 
mighty Effetts are wrought under their Miniſiry, they 
are all produced bro“ the Efficacy of the Grace of 
GOD, and not by any Power or Holineſs of their own*; 
For they are weak and ſinful Creatures, whoſe moſt 
ſedulous Endeavours will be utterly ineſfactual, unleſs 
te Arm of the Lord ſhall be revealed“. m—__ 
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3. Miniſters are enjoined to be Diligent.. 


—_ 


SS <7 papel — 


They muſt be Diligent to lay in, and Diligent 10 
lay out. The Compariſon uſed in the Text, if duly 
confidered, affords very cogent Arguments to excite 
them to Dil gence in both Reſpet?s : For For they are but 
Earthen Veſſels. 

Indeed as to Veſſels of Silver or Gold, tho? found 
entirely without any Thing in them, yet they may be 

confiderable Value, upon Account of the Metal 
of which they are made: But if Earrben Feſſels are 
empty and void of all that is uſeful, they can be but 
of little Worth. That which makes Anfers there- 
fore to be truly valuable, and lik ely to be F Service, 
is the Heavenly Treaſure with which they are filled, 
Ought not Miniſters then to give ibemſelves to Read- 
ing, Meditation, and Prayer? that they may be 
Men full of the Holy Ghoſt * : _— Full of the Know- 
| ledge of GOD, and of his Son Jeſus Chrift whom 
He bas ent . —— Full of the Scriptures, having, " 

Wor 


> x Che: ni. 5. 4 Ach iii. 12, 16. IIa. mi. 1. 
1 Tim. ji. 13, 15. 8 Acts xi. b Tohn xxii 
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(43) 3 
Word of Chrift dwelling richly in them, that they 
may be able 20 give 10 their Lord's Houſbold beit 
Portion of Meat in its Seafon*:—— And full of 
devout Aﬀettions, of ardent and - Di/pofitions, that 
they may be ihroughly furniſhed for ory gon! Wark, 
as well as every Wird, that may be 1 to awaken, 
humble, and convert, to win Souls to Chrif, to 
promote Holineſs,” to beget and maintain ſpiritual 
Peace and Comfort, and to help Believers ſafe ird 
his World unto that which is inconcetvably better. 

The Conſideration of their feeble Frame, and 


4. What they my ſbortly put off their eartÞly Tabernacle; 
ft mould engage Miniſters to be diligent allo in laying 
An Earthen Veſſel may ſoon be broken in Pizces : 


; Theſe we are ſure, muſt fbortly be ſo. And for 
his Reaſon, while Life and Strength are ſpared, 
hey are to be conſtant and indefatigable in ie” Pur- 
it of the great Ends of their Calling; diligent 
Working, while it is Day, before the Night of LS... 
| ws wherein no Man can wort; 1 Wi 
; o ſpend and be ſpent * to the Hownr of Chrift, an 
Wor the Good of Souls, 


But this Subject ſpeaks as diſtinetly to de Pagh 
ho hear the "Goſpel, as it does to the Mimſters 
ho are to preach it: My further Duty therefore 

hes immediately with them; and particularly with 
Vu, my Dear Friends, who are now under the for- 

rowful Conviftion, that we have this Treaſure of a 
0 oſpel-Miniſtry in Earthen Veſſels. Of this the 
"rovidence of Gon has h within the Memory 
of many of You, and lately by the Death of Mr. 
Wright, and of the Miniſters of fore other Congre- 
gations round about You, given a very affifting and 


ſenſible Demonſtration, It will be well, if what is 
declared in the Text to be the Defy of this Droine 


| Diſpen- 


| Col. ti, 16. * Luke xii, 42. * 2 Tim. ii. 17. 
"et. 1. 1; u Tohn ix. 4 * 2 Cor, Xii. .1 
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feſtly confirmed in your own Experience: Happy, if 


Three Heads. 


like ſerviceable and uſeful Deen, as Money has in 


this in the Hand of the Spirit, that is an effettud 


6469) 


Diſpen/ation, may be really accompliſhed, and mani. 


indeed the —— of ' the. Power of GOD, in 
making the Goſpel" ſuccesful, might be hereby ren. 
dered more perſpicuous to your believing View, and 
mort glorious in your reverential and affectionate 
Eſteem ! That this may be the delightful ſue of 
theſe Things, let me WP addreſs You apy 


[I.] Conſider ſeriouſly, How You ſhould rea | 
che Goſpet itſelf, that — Treafure f 


Enough I think has been faid lewd, to ben | 
Now the Goſpel, or the faithful Miniſtry of it, is 
@ Treaſure. And ſince it is called ſo in the Text, the 
very Term does naturally ſuggeſt, that the Goſpel 
ond be highly valued, — well improved. 


Let it be bighty valued, 


The Goſpel i is @ 7 reaſure of ſuch a tranſcendent 3 
Nature, that it has in GOD's ſpiritual Kingdom, the 


the Kingdoms and States of this World, And what 
Solomon ſays of Money in a civil Senſe, is true of the W 
Goſpel in a ſpiritual, even that it anſwers all Things*; 
and much in the ſame Way too,' as Money does. 
For tho' the Goſpel, in the mere Letter, or bare Mi. 
niſtry of it, cannot be of any Service, to relieve ot 
comfort diſtreſſed Souls, any more than Money by its 
intrinſic Virtue could feed, clathe, or heal the Boch; 
yet it is the Means of our coming at all that i 
neeaful for our ſpiritual and eternal Salvation. It is 
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Means of revealing Chriſt, the glorious and only Re. 
deemer of his Church and People: This is the h 
. An 

ecke x..10 4 a 


(43). ', " Y 
and only ordinary Means, appointed to diret} the Soul = 
o Chriſt, yea, and to producea ſaving Faith in Him; 
o lead the Believer into a Communion with Him; and 
hus to. bring the Soul into a real, tho? gradual Par- 
icipation of all the Heavenly F elitities, in the full 
alain whereof + the true and everlaſting Bleſſedneſs of 
an conſiſts. In this Reſpect it may be ſaid of 
the Goſpel, that it anſwers all Wings; even as to:all, 
hat can be either uſeful, or comfortable to the Soul, 
How highly then ſhould hir be walued? It is 
uſtly ro be 5 above all earthly Ricbes a, yea, 
ore than your neceſſary Food*,” For when Believers 
aue ſeen an End of all Perfeltion in the Creature, 
Hey ſhall hen find the Uſefulneſs of be Goſpel to 
1 2 bf an —_— large Extent, withour all Bounds 
Ir Limits. 
The Goſpel, ” 2s Biſhop Reynolds has exproſipd 
. much after the folbwing Manner, „ is the Patent 
and Charter of a Chriſtian; all that he has to 
W- ſhew for his Salvation. It is the Treaſure: of 
his Wealth, and the Security of all his Privileges ; 
dhe Promiſes of GOD therein contained being 
all be has to truſt to, either for this Life or another. 
It is the Armour of a Cbriſtian; all that he has 
WF to hold up againſt the Temptations and Conflicts 
of his foreſt. Enemies. It is the only Glaſs of 
a Chriſtian, wherein he may ſee his own Face, and 
* ſo learn to be humble, to deny himſelf, and renounce 
* his own Righteouſneſs and wherein he may /ee 
* the Face of GOD in Chriſt, and ſo learn to tire 
and follow. bim.“ | 
Let the Goſpel, and its Miniffry then, be 3 
22. Do you of this Air Cburch be very 
areful, that your late worthy Paſtor may have 4 
atthful Succeſſor. . Think 10 Diligence, Importunity, or 
ontinuance in Pr, ayer, no Solicitude, Caution, or Pains, 
o Se Denial, Patience, or Tncomvenience, too much, 
Or 400 great, to be ſubmitted to, exerciſed, or em- 
ä Ployed, 


eat i 
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{pecial Direction and merciful Regards, you may 
again be favoured with' a ſound and truly evangelical 
Ministry; that thro? the Bleſſing of the Lox D upon 
it, you may be built up on your moſt Holy Faith ; and be- 
ing nh ePabliſhed, and great) multiplied, may be 
kept in the Love of GOD, looking for the Mercy 
_ of our Lord Jeſus Cbriſt unto eternal Life *. | 


2. Let the Goſpel be well improved. 


_-- Suffer it not to he by. neglefied : But uſe 
it, as a Man does his Money, that it may ſerve 
the Neceſſities and Purpoſes of Life. Uſe it, as 
Merchants do good Bills of ſufficient Credit, which 
they carry to Maris, or publick Places where all 

Sorts of Commodities are to be had, that by Means 
thereof they may get a Supply of all they need, or 
ſeek for. Thus are Believers, in the Actings of 
Fuith, by humble Prayer and Supplication to go to 
the Throne of Grace, carrying with them tbe rich and 
free Promiſes of the Word of GOD, which are truly 
valuable, infinitely beyond tbe beſt Notes under the 
Hand of any Man, or any Company whatever. For 
no Goſpel-Promiſe, that is humbly preſented in the 
Name of Cbriſt at the Foot-ſtool of that Throne, 
ſhall ever be refuſed Acceptance there. This is 10 
buy Wine and Milk, without Money and without Price u. 
This is the Uſe and Improvement you are to make of 
the Goſpel, as called @ Treaſure: You are with a 


thankful Admiration 70 receive and embrace its Pro- 


miſes, and then to plead them humbly and earneſtly 
at the Throne of Grace; and to do both, thro* Faith 
in an once cruciſied, but now riſen and exalted Saviour. 
And Oh that the Arm of the Lord might be revealed, 
that Multitudes might thus improve this Treaſure, 
that they might be rich towards GOD, rich in 
HD Faith 


© Jude, ver. 20, 21. * Iſai, lv. 1. Luke xii. 21. 


ployed, that in Gop's Time and Way, thro' his 
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Faith * and good Warks Y, in all that is zruly valuable, 


good, and hh | 
Here then let every Member of this n 


Church, every One in this mourning Congregation, make 
4 ſolemn Pauſe, and faithfully recollef?, what juſt 
Anſwer can be given, ſhould the Queſfion now be 
ut, „ Is this your daily Practice? Happy the 
Perfoin, whoſe Conſeiences can teſtify his to be 
their /incere Concern, and conſtant Care! The Goſpel 
has come unto you, not in Word only, but alſo in Power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt *. Bleſſed are you among the 
Churches ! 2 is the Fruit, which the Goſpel has 
1 in your Souls ! and Bleſſed are you that have 
elieved ; for there ſhall be 4 Performance of thoſe 7 * 
hs been told you from the Lord.. 
| But as to you, Sirs, that have long ate andy the 
Droppings of the Sanfuary, and have never yet been 
ſoftened into Tears under a Serlfe of your Guilt and 
ſpiritual Wants; never quickened to an 15 ble, believ- 
ing, daily Approach unto GOD, for all the ſuitable 
Supplies to be had in Chrif, as the Goſpel has in- 
formed 51 ; what profitable Uſe, or good Improve- 
ment, can you pretend to have made of the faithful 
Miniftry which you have long enjoyed? You that 
ſtill love Darkneſs rather than Light®, and prefer ſome 
ſecret Luſt before à Saviour, think with yourſelves, 
does not the Cutſe. of the Law lie full againſt you, 
and is it not charged with a double Vengeance ? For 
you have not only by your Sins deſtroyed yourſelves e, 
but thro?. your curſed Unbelief and Pride of Heart, 


you have deſpiſed the precious and only Saviour, whoſe 


plorious Name you have often heard proclaimed, but 
all along have ſighted. Be warned, Sinners, be 
warned; and may be Lord belp you to take the 
Warnin ! Otherwiſe be aſſured, that in a very 
little Time Shame and Confufion, yea the moſt 

G dreadful 


21 Theſ. i. 5. 2 Luke 


2 


73 n vi. 18. 
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] 
dreadful Aboniſhment will tate bold of you. This, ther 5 
it be terrible to be ſpoken, muſt «navoidably be your b 
Caſe, when you ſhall find, that the Harveſt is paſt, 4 
the Summer ended, and you are loft, yea, irrecouera- 7 
bly and eternally loft, inſtead of being ſaved. 
But if, thro* Grace, any that 0 hitherto with-- b 
flood the Goſpel-Call ſhould now be guickened and en. ſo 
abled heartily to cloſe with Cbriſt, whatever have tt 
been their paſt Impenitence and Untelief, their ob. ” 
ftinate and multiplied Refuſals, they ſhall yet find w 
Mercy, and be ſaved in the Lord; yea, ſaved with . þþ 
a Salvation that is abſolurely endleſs and ny tl 
ing ©, Again, 7 
[2.] Conſider, after what Manner the Zinks Veſ- n 


ſels, in which this Treaſure is contained, are to be re- 


garded. And here, let me intreat you to remem- 
ber, 4 | | 


1. That 20 more is to be expeed from . 
niffers, than what their weak Condition will ad- 
mit of. 


The ra; aifmng the ExpeFation too high is in many 
Caſes the frequent Occgſion of a Diſappointment. When 
the Mfaelites hid too great a Streſs upon the Ark, ſay- 
ing, It ſhall ſave us*; it was juſt in the Loxp, that 
at that Time it ſhould fail to be of any Service. Nor 
is it to be expected, that the Ordinance of Preaching 
- ſhould be beneficial to any, while the GOD of this 
Ordinance is neglected. Who is Paul, or who Apollos, 
but Miniſters whom Chriſt has ſent, who after all 
their Diligence in planting or watering, can give 10 
Succeſs to their own Endeavours s? Neither under 
their Preaching will any believe, but as the Lord ſhall 
give Faith to every one that does ſo ,—— Think of 


this, 
5 xz Cor; 
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this, 2ou that omit ſecret Prayer before, or aſter 
Hearing. Ceaſe ye from Man, and look up in hum- 
ble "Addreſſes, with a faithful Regard to the Arm of 
the Lord, that this ny revealed, the Word may 
become effefFual. 

But then, as your Eleem for Miniſters ſhould not 
be raiſed too high, they being but Earthen Veſſels ; 
ſo neither ſhould it be ſuffered to fall too low, ſince 
they have @ Treaſure in them; and it is by the Foolifh- 
neſs of Preaching that GOD will ſave his People, 
who are to regard the Goſpel, and its faithful Mn. 
fry, not as the Word of Men, but (as 'it is in Truth) 
the Word of GOD, which efeflualy worketh in * 
that believe k. 

Again, are Miniſters but Earthen Ve ele, * re- 
member, 


2. That Nothing ſhould” be 3 to weaken their 
Hands, but all that can h th frengtben them in the 
Work of tbe Lora. Weed * 


Let every One that nometh the Name of Chriſt, let 
the Members of Churches eſpecially, be ſtrictly watch- 


ful, that they may not be their Hindrance. Let them 


not add to their Burthens, by any unneceſſary Diſputes, 
warm Debates, or needleſs Diſſen/fions ; by any Ex- 
Hing or Strife, Variance or Emulation among them- 
ſelves. Let every One guard, as far as poſſible, bath 

as to Himſelf, — his Chriſtian Brethren, that there 
may be no diſorderly Walking, no diſhonourable Slins, 
or — Miſcarriages in their Practice. For in 
whatever Degree theſe Things are found among Pro- 


feſſors, they caſt an inevitable and proportional Re- 


proach upon the Goſpel, and muſt therefore be an beavy 
Burthen of Grief and Sorrow pon its faithful Mi. 
niſters; who know, that if, by the infinite Wi/dom 
and Care of their — Maler, theſe threatening 
Evils 
d If, i "ua. Ed * ; Thefl. ii. 12 
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Evil be not wonderfully ver. ruled, the Work. of 1 
the Goſpel will be -/adly obſtructed thereby. Watch 
therefore, that Nothing of this Kind may ever ariſe” 
to render feeble Hands till weaker. ward. | 

Inſtead of this} be careful to do all within „* 
Power, that the inceſſant Labours of Miniſters, un- 
der their many Infirmities and Diſcouragements, may 
become tolerably eaſy; yea, delightfully pleaſant, by 
being truly made ſucceſsful. _—— To this End, be 
perſwaded to pray earneſtly for all the Minifters of * 
Chriſt in general, and for thoſe in particular, whoſe 
Miniſtry at any Time you ſhall attend, that their Mouth \ 
may be touched with a Coal from the Altar \, and that 
they may come in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 7 the* 
Goſpel of Cbriſt m. Let every Perſon for Him- 
ſelf be conſtant alſo in the ſecret, but neceſſary Duty 
of Meditation; ruminating ſeriouſſy upon the Word of 
Faith which Miniſters Preach ; praying, and waiting 
for the Spirit; and thug ouring, that from Time to 
Time a cloſe and profitable Application may be made 
- to his own Soul of the 2 and important Things, 
which thro* a faithful Mini Ny Gop Himſelf po 
claims. 

Let thoſe who are Heads of Families, be esl 
to diſcourſe upon, and inculcate at Home, the Truths 
that have been delivered in the open Congregation.” 
When the Catechizing of Children, and the Inflruft-" 
ing of Servants, were conſcientiouſly and generally 
ad by a Number of Religious Parents and Maſ 
ters, both in this great City, and almoſt throughout 
the Land, then the publick Miniſtry of the Word 
was more remarkably %% and owned, than now 
it is, or is likely to be, till the Lox ſhall graci- 
ouſly raiſe up a Generation, which ſhall be called, The\ 
Repairer of the Breach, the Reftorer of Paths to ae 


in 


Finally, 
: Iſa. vi. 6, 79, © Rom, xv, 29, Ia. Iviii, he 
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| Finally, let every One that profeſſes to be a Dif." 

| ciple of Chriſt, endeavour to encourage bis faithful © 

Miniſters, by ſeeking and maintaining a Temper of 

Mind, truly Heavenly and Divine, and full of all 

' Wl Goonneſs®. "And let this be diſcovered by an humble, 

= UL. - denying, and circumſpet Converſation: For 
epery ſuch Example of the Power of Religion, whether it 

be in High or Low, in Old or Young, is to them that 

" WM behold it, like an E Piſtle of Recommendation p, ſhew- 

| ing that the Miniſters, whoſe Labours are thus proſ- 
pered and . left to the Chnverſion of the Soul and 

its Growth in Grace, have certainly received their Com- 

vaio from GOD. And a deep Convition of ibis 
in the Minds of Men is one likely Means of opening 
a great Door and Manas, , for the Succeſs of a op f 
pel- Miniſtry. 
By theſe, and all ſuch and 
let The Miniftersaf Christ 
the beſt Al 


it ſhall at any ir 
And further, * 


regular Methods, \ 
beſs Countenance, 

agement, which 
to give them. 


3.] Confider, ** Ales ſhould be W 10 
the Great 60 D, from whom this T1 reaſure is ſent, 
_ by whoſe Power and E . alone it is made by? 

be of Service. | . 
| Ai ſure theſe Sayings i in the T ext can no woner 
fink down into our Ears*, or into our Hearts eſpecially, 
but they muſt inſpire us with the deepeſt Reverence,” 
and the warmeſt Affection to the excellent Majeſty of 
our GoDz ſince in this Matter, and what relates 
to it, His Glory has its fulleſt Diſplay and higheſt Ex. 
altation, vaſtly beyond the Manifestations of it in 
any of the other Operations of his Hand. Let me 
therefore, tho? I can now ay it der! in a ſummary 
Mamer, 


0 © Rom. xv. 14. 2 2 Cor, "1 1,2. 21 Cor. xvi. 9. 
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Manner, urge yo yak a table ** which this 
calls nd I ſhall only inſiſt Can 


anyones — and —— 4 a \and 
* Dependance. 


r. There i abantne Reaon for e a 
Adoration, © - 


This will be the ee of Heaven, the Work 
F Ezernity : But if it be not begun and entered upon 
, there can be no Reaſon for any 10 expe, that 
they ſhall be ſo happy, as to have either a Filneſs 
for it, or an Inclination to it, in the other World, + 
1 might obſerve here, that the Text, in an har- 
monious Agreement with many other Places of Scrip- 
ture, prompts us to bleſs G OD, —— for the Funda 
tion of the Goſpel in | 7 Grace, as well 
aS—— for the R 
Saviour by it. It 
ration of the Saints 
Cbriſt, as the Head of ng 
venant, ordered in all Things anls ſure, the bottomleſs 
and inexhauſtible Mine of all the Treaſures that the 
Goſpel fpeaks of. And is there not Reafen alſo for 
our thankful Admiration, that we ſhould be favoured 
with a moſt certain Divine Revelation of thoſe Eter- 
nal Tranſaftions, and have the happy and diſtin? Ac- 
count of them-which the Goſpel gives us? _—— With- 
out the Covenant, there could have been 10 Goſpel y 
and. without the Goſpel, we had been ignarant of the 
Covenant. And in either Caſe, as we had famed 
without Law, fo without Law (that is, ben a Re- 
uslat ion of Grace,) we muſt have | 
But the Text leads us more.. realy, to 11 
GOD, — for his employing ſinful and n Men 
in the Hork of ibe Miniſtry, and for h lis render. 


ing their e * Q tbe 
1 (1.) The 
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10 The Text leads m 9. 4% GOD, ber hi 
employing e ond imperfeft} Men in the Work of the 
Miniftry: Not only for his ſending us the Goſpel i- 
felf, der even for his ſending it by ſuch feeble Meſſen- 

ers. 

: He could, no doubt, have ſpoken to us by pure 
Spirits that never were embodied, and have employed 
bis Holy Angels, who excell in Wiſdom and Strength, 
upon this * Errand. But would this have 
been more to our Advantage, or his own Glory? Are 
we ſure, that their Excellency would not have made 
us afraid *? Or could they have given any comfortable 
Succeſs to their Meſſage, any more than the weakeſs 
Miniſters can? Or might not tbeir ſhining Brightneſs 
have ſo dazzled the Eyes of Men, that the Glory of 
GOD might not ho beg g di/tinftly obſerved, or 
bumbly admired, in the Sucih the Goſpel, as now it 
is, when the. Ward is preache Hy dying Mortals ? Or 
might not be AM Language 2 been c lofty 
for our mean UnderAanding ? Or could our narrow CA. 
pacities have taken in Divine and Spiritual Things 
as faft, as they could have held them forth? LS 

Be fully — — then to the Diſpenſation of GOD 
herein; yea, be very zhankful for it: Since now, yow 
4 may eaſily imagine, Souls in Diſtreſ can open their 
Cad, and ſpeak with more Freedom and Familiarity of 
1 their Temptations, Doubts, and Fears, to Miniſters who 
are their Fellow-Mortals, and their finful Fellow-Crea- 
4 ares, than they could to 4 Rank of Beings ſo much 
-. above them, as the Holy Angels are. And it is cer- 
_ 8 tain, that Minifters can beat 10 the People, after a 
Manner in which the Angels of Heaven never could; | 
that is, in ſuch a feeling, experimental, and 
"s Manner, as their perfett Condition could not admit 

| They might have certified you of the pardoning © . 
Grace of Gov in Chrjf, in 2 of faithful Decla- 
- ration; 


i 


8 ration; j but could not have borne a Teffimom cott 
eerning it from their own Experience, as now your 


r 
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have not you often thought, that this was 12 Caſe 5 40 
pleaſe *. to bleſs the Publication of ſome of his 


ſome of the Brethren of this Church, which 1 have 


ere pO: Os eo ee ny rerun 2g apt et 1 bY IS x. Sen e _ 
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« deſerved it ſhould be ſo.” And again, Indeed 
<< eweariſome Days and Nights are appointed to me; 
„ Providence takes very diſtreſſing Turns with me: : 
<« Yet,” ſays he, I know all is wiſe and 
0 righteous ; and I hope, gracious.” And in 4 
Letter to another Friend, after a very affecting 
Introduction of . a Repreſentation of the dull Scene 


it, «© upon Account of the Continuance of ſeveral 


66). 


Minifters can. And is it not the Advantage which 
you have reaped from GOD's ſpeaking 10 you by 
mortal Worms, and ſinful Creatures, like your ſelves, 
which makes you lament the ** Loſs which at Pre 
ſent you ſuſtain? 4 
It is happy indeed, when what Maiers have 8 
enced, as to their own Guilt and Corruption, their h 

own Temptations, Trials, and Miictions, fits 2 ih by 
better for their publick Work and Miniſt 


to your late dear Paſtor ? whoſe Preaching and Mini- Wl x: 
fry, I doubt not, you have found to /avour of the | < 
ſame Spirit, as his Letters do. And - ſince it may <« 


Pious Breathings 2 therein, during the Time 
of his long Afﬀittiong I cannot forbear ęxtracting 4 
few Paſſages out of one and another of his Letters to 


had the Opportunity and Benefit of reading. th 
There are ſeveral Things in theſe, worthy of our an 
Remark. and Obſervation : Particularly, His deed WF f 
Senſe of the Greatneſs of his Guilt, of the Number of WM 7, 
his Tranſgreſſions, and the Demerit of Sin, For as he 
he Jaments his many, many Sins and Infirmities, ſo he 27. 
acknowledges, even when he found | himſelf, as he « 
expreſſed it, “ univerſally and extremely Il, that « , 
yet it might have been much worſe, and Sill « 


&« of his poor Aficted Condition,” as he juſtly. termed 


CC ET FL x / 


he took Notice, — if Sin makes this Life 10 


N "On on 
" «© - threateking Symptoms and painful Diſorders, with 


% Want of Sleep, and Loſs of - Appetite ;** he adds, 


thus the B GOD is pleaſed: to make Life a 
« troubleſome Affair; and very juſtly, for it is @ poor 
« finful Eiſe.“ Yea, ſuch a Sight had he of the Evil 
of Sin, that he declared bis Apprebenfion and Belief, 
on was but 175 


that eternal Damnation and Deſirutti 
proper Wages. And as an Evidence of his believing 


Sentiments concerning the Terribleneſs of Divine Wrath, 


© miſerable, what dreadful Work will it make with 

«© unpardoned Sinmers in the other World, when the 
ce full Puniſhment will be inflified upon them. 
Hence he owned, that the Time of bis Aﬀittion 
« would have been 4 gloomy. Seaſon, and dreadful 


« indeed, had he not been favoured, thro* the 


rich Grace of GOD, with a ſatis fymg Per fewafion 
e and  Proſpett of eſcaping that Eternal Danmation 
C and aten, .. he law to be the . of . 
cc Sm... 

And what an Encouragement muſt it be, to find 
that One, who had /o. clear a Convittion of the El 
and Deſert of Sin as he had, ſhould be raiſed to 
ſuch a” Confidence and lively Hope of Salvation, thro* 
Faith in the Mediation of Cbriſt, as he was? This 
he declared in many Paſſages, ſaying in one of his 
Letters, % Tho' I have many, many Sins and Infirmi- 
* ties, I know the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. is All. ai. 
« cient to juſtify me: By the Grace of GOD, I 
*« penftently and humbly truſt 7o that; and am 
&« ſatisfied, it cannot fail. And in anotber he fays 
The great Foundation that GOD bas laid in Zim 
« is all my Hope : There I am fatisfied z I have à ſurt 
bs And in a Letter to another Friend, 
after he had been mentioning the Miſeries of the 
Damned, he FO adds. «But 1 humbly 
e truſt, I am ſafe in the Hands of Him, who has 
» + made 4 e — n 

10 ee | 
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muſt ob/erve the ftrong and lively Aftings of a true 
and ſaving Faith; teaching and enabling him to re- 
nounce his own Righteouſneſs, and to flee naked to Chrift, 
the ſure and only Foundation of a Sinner's Hope of 


ence and Submiſſion, aiming at a ſpiritual 


038). 


e ſee-the Effefts of it in the compleat Solution S 


< all that believe in Him. Lord, increaſe my Fatth 


„ in Feſus, the All. ſuſſicient Saviour! For, as he 
aid, he could 
that Faith in Chriſt and gon Life are agent 


depend on the Word of the Go 


& bly connected. 


Who that reads, with any 
and ſerious Attention, ſuch P 


ſpiritual Underſtanding 
es .as theſe, but 


Salvation? Theſe, which are the firſt, we ſee will be 


likewiſe ſome of the laſt Afings of Faith in gracious 
Souls. And every humble Penitent quickened there: 
unto, ſhall fixd Relief as he did, and may thus 36 


raiſed to the comfortable Proſpe and Hope of a 
Bliſsful Immortality, as once and again in his Letters 


he affured bis Friends he was. 


Having this comfortable Per funafion that all WAs 
Efe as to his Eternal State, his great Concern farther 
was, that he might behave under bis Affictions with Pati- 
Improvement 
of bis Trials: Saying, in one of bis Letters, 1 
*« know not, what GOD is doing with me: His 
Mill be dene] In another, after a Complaint that 


he could not fwallow but with great Pain and 


Difficulty, ** The Will of my Father in Heaven be 
done] And in another, “ J ſhall be glad of my 
* Friends Prayers, that I may be ready for E Divine 
« Will: I am not to ſay to my Gop, what doſt thou ? 
6 I deſire to be waiting with Patience and Submiſſion 
the Pleaſure of my great Lorv: and. Maſter, in 
* the ſue of this preſent Viſitation : The Lozp turn 
* oll Things to ſome ſpiritual Good 1” - 

And the Spirit of GOD, who is the Comforter, 
as well as Sanctiſier, both of Minifters and. People, 


og raiſed bis cy Soul to an holy Confidence and 


com- 


a 
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tomfortalle as he could not, it ſeemꝭ, but 
humbly 20% it before the. Church at a late Admini- 


frratiqn of the ſolemn Ordinance of zhe Lord Supper; 


ſo in one of bis Letters, „he Blaſſes GOD, he could 
« '/ook beyond the Gloom and Anguiſh of the preſent 
& Scene to a State and World, where all theſe Things* 
« ſhall-for ever ceaſe, where there ſhall be 20 Sin nor 
1 Mortality, and therefore al Happineſ. He 
was thus /atisfied with an abiding: Peace, and filled, if 
not with a rapturous, yet a ſolid Foy in Beheving 3. 
till the Lon D was pleaſed to take bim hence, and give 
him the happy Experience, what a delightful Change it 
is to have Faith turned into Viſon, Hope into Fru- 
ition, and the weak Addings of a defectibe Love. at 
once raiſed into 4 perfer? Flame, to be kept ever. 
burning and ſhining in the Celestial Sphere above. to 
the endl Felicity ity of the Saints s and the eternal "a. 
of their Redeemer. _ 

And may all that fate under bis judicious Mule, 
thro? the Divine Bleſſing upon the gere which be has 
ſown, be favoured — to the Meaſure f the 
Gift of Cbriſt o, with the like ſaving Illumination, with 
the like relieving and comfortable Views by Faith of 
our exalted Head and Lord, whoſe perfet? and everlai- 
ing Righteouſneſs 1s the only Foundation of the awakened. 
Sinner's Hope of finding Mercy with an infinitely uſt 
and holy Gop! Yea, may it appear to be be Tall 
of the Lord, that Multitudes in theſe Times of Dege· 
neracy and Lukewarmneſs Hall be guictened to the 
lite Defires to honour GOD now, — to the lite 
Aſurance and Hape of a full Euiqment of Him bereaf- 
ter, as dwelt in the Me gh of your | 
OP ALOD | 9457431, 1:53; DEB. 

— Me Wright had left a Tyfintony of his Fad lhe Fa 
feveral of the important Truths of Divine Revela-/ 


tion in a Sermon, which he publiſhed about three Years ago, in- 
titled, Scripture- Kalb. on Practice . to .Saboa- | 
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And ere futb will 8 l 
that the. Treaſure of the Goſpel is put into Earthen 
R's but will ſee themſelves the more obliged, - 


(2) To Heſs GOD, for rendering the Maſſge he 
e ſuch weak Inſtruments eſfectual. 


There are none of the bleſſed 2 which are pro- 
duced urider a Gofpel-. but what do in a 
illuſtrious Manner ſpread abroad the Glory of the 
Power of GOD. For it was not what the ys: or 
Mniſters of Chrift wrought, but what GOD wrought by 
them, that heretofore made the Gentiles obedient v, and 
has now made am of you ſo among the reſt. Have the 
. Weapons of Miniſters been | ſucceſsful to tbe 
pulling down of Arong Holds.? It is becauſe they were 
mighty thra* GOD*. Have any been filed with all 
Jo and Peace in believing ? Still it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that they abound in Hope, only bro the 
Feuer of the Holy Gbaſt J. | 

And to Riernhy it will be ſeen, that 1h. Power 
win exerciſed in a Way of Righteouſneſs? For Re- 
ſpect being had 10 rhe Mediation and Redemption 
brit, it is now a righteous Thing "with GOD, to 
forgive us the Sins which we confeſs *, and to create 
the Fruit of the Tips, faying, Peace, Prare to the 
wounded Conſcience, Cofible of its Defilement, and 


_ © - Hurnbked for its Guilt, And for the Sake of rhe Redeemer 


alſo, it is now a righteous Thing, that the Almighty Power 
of GOD. Þimſelf ſhould be engaged in caſting out 
_— in ſubduing the proud Luſts of the Hearts of 

Believers, and in afing as. the moſt friendly n 
conſtant Ay of all the Redeemed of the Lord. 

And can there be, in any of GOD's Dealings 
with us, a more glorious Inflance, either of his Good- 
neſs and Mercy, or of bis Wiſdom, Holineſs, and 
r: Bt 1098. N in mn 

Power 
* Rom. By; 18. * 2 Cor. x. Y Rom, xv. 
1 John i. 9. Ifai. lvii, 19. . | *. 


ee DG 
Power f Dariniſs, ay fm do i 
of b ar Son d; or than in his „ and can, 
Hin on, 'the Work of Faith with Power*? Do not 
the Scriptures Koo Hepe, * begetting any _ 
n unto a e Refurrettion of Fe 
| Git from the Dead, is an Evidence of cn of Tos 
of his Mercy *, and of che ſovereign good Pleaſure of 
his Goodneſs, as well as of Ihe txceeding Greatneſs 
bis Poxver towards them that believe * ? And as He who 


works in us theſe: preat 
Holy is bis Name s. 3 \ 
We are then not wells to r the irrefftible. 
Greameſs of the Power of GOD, but me 
cellency of that Power, 'w ich in the Skcceſ5'of the C 
1 exerted in a matt glorious Way of | 
Righteouſneſs and Love, with an infinite L 
1 Sovereignty'chat ought ever 88 
be . 


But this cannot be gas undes we ends 
vour likewiſe to aft, I 


1. An bands and conlnt Depend pin Him, I. 


Let me earneſtly preſs you to this, as e 
Inprevemont-of what has been delivered; and this 
Exbortation, I think, will be a fit Conclyfion of the 
preſent Diſcourſe. © 

Now therefore det me aſk, Can there be an 
fronger, or mort | Inducements to Confidence) 
and Truſt, than the Excellency of the Power of GOD 
affords Tou? Or can the Excellency of kus Power he 
rendered more conſpicuous to the Eye of a Believer, 
than bythe . Diſplays of it in the admirable) 

3s of a Gope-Ma fry? Can obey, that have n. 
wardly falt the of GOD in their. aum Converſion, 
n W Is not 


the 
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e ͤ . / Ez 
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or; 
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| 2 | 
ay Gitineſs, with which bis Power b excetciſed; kt 
Frient thro* the Mediation of Chriſt to encourage the moſt 
ſteady and laſting Confidence, even after the Sight 
a Man can have of bis own Unworthineſs and I De. 
ſervings ? Is not this Power inſuperable by all the 
Force of Hell, and by the moſt raging Lubes of the 
baſe Hearts of the vileſt of Men > Car» all the 
Policy of Satan, all the Craftineſs of the Wicked, or 
the Deceitfulneſi of Sin, ever out-do, or be a Match 
for the infinite Wiſdom with which the Excellency of 
this Power is attended? Truf# ye then in the Lord 
for ever; for in the Lord Jebovab is everlaſting 
Strength ®, Truſt in Him to perfect that whidh, 
concerns you", to fulfil in You all 4 the Pleaſure 
of his Goodneſs, and the Work of Faith with Power k. 
Truſt in Him, even when his Way is in the Sea, and 
bis Path in the great Waters, ſo that bis Footfeps 
cannot be known.', Truſt in Him under every 
threatening Event, and under the. Darkneſs of the 
Preſent Diſpenſation. 

After what you have heard from the Text of the 
Defign of ſuch a Step of Providence, be afraid of put- 
ting any Conftruftion upon it, or of drawing any 
Conclufim ons from it, that would weaken your Faith, 
—— Hope, or Confidence in Gop. Believe the Word 

of the Lord, and jo ſhall you be eftabliſhed®, 

Do the paſt Miſimprovements, Neglet3s, or Provoca- 
tions of any of you, whoſe Hearts are now trem- 
Ving under the Rebuke of the Lord, make you fear, 
that the pious, learned, and judicious Miniſter whom 
you have loſt, was taken away in Gop*s 'boly Wrath i 
Bewail your Iniquities in humble Confeſſion before 
Gop, looking by Faith to the Blood of Jeſus Chrift 
bis — and you ſhall find, that for his Sake 10. 

Power of the Lord, as well as bi u ſhall be 
| real, 
Mah. xxel 6 1 Plal. cxxxviii. 8. 2 The 11. Hit wa 

» Plal. Kxvü. 19. 2 Chron, &. 0. 
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print eee your Tranſyreſſons, and in Edd. 
ing all your Sins." 

Have you found | in Times paſt the Benefit and 
Advantage of an able, faithful Minifiry, and are you 
deeply — of your farther Need of it? TJruſt 
then in the Excellency of the Power of GOD, to raiſe 
up, and ſend you again a Paſtor after his own Heart". 0 
His Power. is ſtill as able as ever, to furniſh bis M. 
ziſters with all the Wiſdom and Holineſs which oy 2 
can need, with all the ſpiritual Light, Gifts, 
races, and with all the Degrees and Meaſures there- 

„Z of, that may capacitate them for their moſt difficult 

; Wark, and for the greateſt Uſefulneſs and Service 

_ i therein. 

j Are you convinced, as you ought'to be, that the? 
$ 

Y 

0 


the mot able Minifter, or an Angel from Heaven, 
ſhould be /ent to preach the Goſpel, yet that it is the 
Lord alone, who can make it effeftual to your ſpiri- 
tual Benefit. ? Let this by no Means diſcourage your 
Attendance upon Gop's Appointments; but quicken 
you to keep bis Wa, and thus to wait for his N. | 
fog. © © 
Having e experienced ſome real Profit, under the 
Miniftry of the Word yourſelves z would you be glad, 
that its Uſefulneſs might be extended to others alſo, - 
to your Children and Servants, with Multitudes of 
the riſing Generation? Conſider, that the Excellency 
of the „ of GOD can make the glad Tidings 
of the Goſpel beneficial and ſalutary to them, and to 
as many of them as he pleaſes. Y 
And would you willingly be enabled, to remem- 
ber thoſe who have had the Rule over You, who have 
been your Guides, and ſpoken unto, you the Word of 
GOD®? Would you follow their Faith, and imitate 
their Patience, making the Exaltation of the Name 

of Chrift the Aim and End of your Converſation, as 
it was of theirs? Truſt then in the I the 
ower 
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nad the lively Actings of Faith, be daily commit. 


Deceaſed Pattor z, the Keeping allo. of this, and every 
deer bereaved Church and Congre 


wherein the Honour of GOD, the Glory of  Ghrifh, 
. the Salvation: of Souls have any Concern 
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. and. will be Faithful in performing, that) 


d every good. Word and Mort; kay gu, and 'every 
Member of the Church, may be kept from all Built, 
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bl that no Man may ate your Crown ; but chat you 
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_— "bis 2 the humble Eneacis of Fo 


tin the Keeping of your own Souls a; the Keeping of 
the Sorrowful $4 and Fatherleſs Children of your 


gation, with the 
Management of every Interes?, | Matter, or: Gauſe, 


\FivALLY, my Brethren, fand faſt in_the Lord*; 
euſting in Him, who has been ang in "ow 


gs b rand, And, Pang an Wa 2 


may be det tbr Faith unto ' Salvation , to be the 
Fay and Goun of thoſe tube bare laboured among 
Tow in the Word and Doctrine v, to the Praiſe of iht 
Glary, and Excellency, both of the Grace and Poxwer 
of GOD, World without. End. Aux. And." 
the People ſeriouſly and n. yea, let the 


RD Fimtelf graciouſly ſo, Ann. x 
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